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' ^HE first da\sof the sivthand final >ear of 

the Second World Warsaw the powerful 
Allied armies in the West racing across 

J L. France and Belgium towards the fron- 
tier of Germany along the Rhine. \ ery consider- 
able progress had been made in the three eventful 
months since D-Da\, when the Anglo-American 
forces made their initial landing on the north- 
west coast of Xazi-occupied Europe. Once the 
hard core of the enemy's resistance had been 
broken and a break-through achieved by the 
decisive victory around Caen, the Allied drive 
eastwards from the Normandy bridgehead gained 
rapid momentum. Paris was freed on 25 August, 
and little more than a week later, on 3 September, 
the British Second Army liberated the heroic 
Belgian capital which had suffered under the 
cruel German occupation for more than four 
years. 

Although there was still a good deal of hard 
and bitter fighting to come, through a winter 
which brought extreme weather conditions, it was 
now clearly evident that the fate of Nazi Germany 
was sealed. Nor could the promised invasion of 
Hitler’s '' impregnable ” Reich be much longer 
delayed, in spite of all the cunning tactics and 
surprises that the enemy might use. Not only had 
the German war leaders to face imminent invasion 
by six brilliantly led and well-equipped armies 
advancing from the west of the Rhine, but mighty 
new blows were being prepared by the Red Army 
in the east, particularly against East Prussia, the 
traditional home of German militarism. 

Meanwhile, the German people themselves, 
whose morale had been greatly weakened by a 
long series of military defeats and greater priva- 
tions at home, were suffering the most tremen- 
dous air assault of the war, carried on by the 
powerful Allied air forces operating from bases 
not only in Britain but on the Continent as well. 
The heavy and continuous bombing of centres of 
war production, communications and garrison 
and fortified towns throughout the Reich played 
a foremost part in the glorious victory of Allied 
arms and saved many thousands of British and 
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Allies drive eastwards 


September, 1944 



ALLIED SEA POWER IN THE PACIFIC. Throughout the final year of the war the Allied navies had absolute 
command of the world’s seas. In a great sea battle off the Philippine Islands towards the end of October, 1944, 
the Japanese fleet was decisively beaten. Powerful American battleships, such as the one shown here in action 
off the coasts of Okinawa, played an important part in the conquest of island bases on the way to Japan itself. 


American lives. The Allies now held undisputed 
mastery in the skies over Germany itself. 

After the rapid advance made by the Western 
Allies across France and Belgium into Holland, 
it seemed likely at first that they might well 
succeed in gaining a bridgehead over the Rhine 
delta before the enemy found time to recover and 
make a fresh stand. To this end one of the most 
audacious military operations of the war was 
planned and executed by the Allied High Com- 
mand. On 17 September thousands of paratroops 
and glider-borne infantry were dropped around 
Arnhem and Nijmegen in Holland to seize the 
crossings of the rivers Waal an9 Tek, two main 
branches of the Rhine, whil^^ritish armour 
thrust forward over the Mass^'-Scheldt Canal to 
link up with them. 

This operation, in which the 1st British Para- 
troop Division showed outstanding valour in their 
stand *al Arnhem, was undertaken at considerable 
risk in the knowledge that its success would 
probably shorten the war in Europe by several 
months. It nearly did succeed. The bridges over 


the river at Nijmegen were captured but it was 
not possible to hold out against overwhelming 
numbers of the enemy at Arnhem, where bad 
weather conditions prevented sufficient reinforce- 
ments of supplies by air. By 25-26 September, 
when it was realized that the bid had failed, the 
gallant survivors of the airborne forces were 
withdrawn from Arnhem. Only about one-third 
of the 8,000 men dropped came back. 

Meanwhile, very notable progress had been 
made by the American Seventh Army fighting on 
the most southerly sector of the Western Front. 
Driving northwards from the Mediterranean' 
coast through the Rhone valley, with the aid of 
the rising French patriot forces, they liberated the 
great city of Lyons and pressed on towards the 
Belfort Gap and the Rhine beyond Mulhouse, 
meeting comparatively- light resistance from the 
disorganized enemy troops in the district. Farther 
to the north considerable advances eastwards to 
the highly industrialized Saar Basin were made by 
General Patton's Third Army. The American 
First and Ninth Armies made progress against 
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December, 1944 


German counter-offensive 


stiffer German opposition north and south of the 
ancient German city of Aachen, capiared when it 
had been virtualiy reduced to a heap of ruins. 
Right along the W esiern Front the great autumn 
offensive of the Allied armies pressing to the 
Rhine was going well. 

With the German Luftwaffe practically driven 
from the skies evers'where, the autumn of 1944 sa.w 
the second of Hitler’s retaliatory “ secret 
weapons put into operation. Soon after the 
Allies had made their first landings in Normandy 
early in the summer, the enemy launched pilotless 
aircraft, or flying bombs, against Southern 
England from bases situated chiefly in the French 
coastal area of the Pas de Calais. These were now 
supplanted by a more deadly long-range rocket 
weapon, launched from the north of Holland. 
While this new weapon was appreciablv less 
accurate in finding targets than the flying bomb, 
no warning could be gi\en of its approach and, 
moreover, there was no effective means of 
defence against it. The rockets caused a great deal 
of damage and much loss of life among civilians, 
particularly in the London area, but its effect on 
the great Allied offensives in Western Europe was. 


in fact, negligible. It was now too late for the 
Nazis to tr\ and alter the course of the war by 
such neethods. 

B\ the middle of December, howcs'er, the 
German commander on the Western Front, von 
Rundsiedt, decided to stake almost e\erything 
that he had in men and materials on an all-out 
counter-offensive to dri\e the Allies back from the 
vital approaches to the Rhine, the last great 
barrier before the heart of German}. It was the 
Nazis’ final throw on land. In preparation for 
this the enemv had contrived to build up quite a 
substanliai reser\e and had. in fact, two new types 
of tank to put into the field. Even the depleted 
German air force was temporarily resuscitated 
with fast jet-propelled aircraft, which proved 
quite effectit'e in the first stages of the attack. 

At dawn on 16 December a full-scale armour 
attack, the biggest since the fighting in Normandy, 
w'as flung against the weakest part of the line held 
by General Hodges’s First Arm}, between 
Monschau and Trier in the Belgian Ardennes. 
The attack was violent and of such strength that 
wfithin only two or three days a gap of some 
tw’enty-five miles had been torn in the American- 



MiLSSACRE IN A FRENCH TOWN. One of the vilest Nazi crimes against civilians took place in the French 
town of Oradour-sur-Glane: After shooting all the male inhabitants, German troops herded the women and 
children in the church which was then locked and set ablaze with petrol. Afterwards the rest of the town was 
fired. The shell of Oradour-sur-Glane church is shown above with the altar tablet commemorating the crime. 
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MHDIHG supplies on OKINAWA 

The conquest of this vital island base less 
than 400 ^Oes fnon. the Japanese ^0^ 

fohtorf! was one of the most 

font^ily fought campaigns of the Pacific war. 

















Fighting in Ardennes December, 1944— January, 1945 



HARD FIGHTING IN ITALY, Although the last stages of the difficult campaign in Italy were rather over- 
shadowed by events taking place on other fronts in Europe, the Fifth and Eighth Armies made good progress 
in driving the Germans steadily from the Apennine Mountains into the plains of North Italy. In this picture men 
of the Eighth Army are seen entering the war-scarred town of Portomaggiore on their way towards Bologna. 


held positions, and the enemy had thrown no 
fewer than ' fouf tee^x or fifteen divisions into his 
offensive. Yon Rundstedt’s well-organized plan 
was to disrupt the* Allied communications so 
thoroughly as to prevent any renewed push 
towards the Rhifl? for some considerable time. 
It also beca'nae’ clear that his primary objective was 
the very important communications centre of 
Liege, the capture of which might have had the 
most serious and far-reaching consequences for 
the Allies. 

After nearly ten days of hard and confused 
fighting in the Ardennes salient, during which 
time the bad weather conditions had favoured the 
enemy, the Germans had penetrated more than 
fifty miles into Belgium and were within four of 
the Meuse. Then General Eisenhower placed the 
American forces north of the break-through under 
command of Field-Marshal Montgomery and, 
fighting together as one team, they at last halted 
Rundstedt’s offensive. The great speed with 
which the Allies consolidated their northern flank 
finally removed the threat to Liege. By the end 
of December the worst of the Ardennes crisis was 


over. In the middle of January, after the Germans 
had begun a major withdrawal from the salient, 
big new attacks by the British in the north and by 
General Patton’s Third Army in the south flung 
the enemy back to his original positions. Rund- 
stedt’s last throw had failed and the Germans were 
poorer by no fewer than 90,000 men which they 
could ill afford to spare. 

On the Eastern Front, meanwhile, the Red 
Army had launched powerful and decisive blows 
against the Germans in the Balkans, in Poland, 
and in the Baltic States in preparation for the final 
Russian drive into East Prussia, Austria and 
Germany itself. On 23 October Red Army 
divisions under Marshal Chernyakhovsky invaded 
German East Prussia on a front of eighty-five 
miles. Here, however, the enemy put in some 
fierce counter-attacks, and after making a swift 
initial advance the Red Army’s victorious progress 
was temporarily brought to a standstill in a heavily 
fortified zone. Nevertheless, the fact that the 
Russians had gained a solid footing within the 
borders of the Reich had its effect upon the 
deteriorating morale both of the German armed 
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February, 1945 


Russians occupy Budapest 


forces and the civilian population. Mass exits of 
ci\ilians from East Prussia, fleeing in the face 
of the Red Army, further harassed the already 
o\erstrained rail and road communications of 
Eastern Germany. 

Far to the south, in the Balkans, Tviarshal 
Tolbukhin’s forces had entered Transylvania and 
from there advanced up both banks of the 
Danube towards Budapest, while another army 
was fighting its way down through the Carpathian 
passes to the north. By December the capital city 
of Hungary w'as surrounded by the Russians and 
all efforts by the Germans to break out failed. 
After many w^eeks of some of the most desperate 
street and house-to-house battles since the siege 
of Stalingrad, the German garrison at Budapest 
w'as wiped out and the city occupied by the 
Russians on 13 February. Meanwhile, the 
Germans had been liquidated in Yugoslavia, w'hile 
in Poland vast Russian forces under Marshals 
Koniev and Zhukov smashed across the plains 
and liberated the stricken capital city of Warsaw 
and the important centre of Cracow, heading for 
the line of the Oder, the last river barrier before 
Berlin. In East Prussia, too, the offensive had 
been renewed by the Red Army and the German 


defenders were being driven back against the 
Baltic coast or into isolated pockets around 
Danzig, Ivoendgsberg and elsewhere. Their posi- 
tion was rapidly becoming hopeless. 

In Italy the Fifth and Eighth Armies smashed 
through the German ''Gothic Line"' north of 
Florence in the early weeks of the autumn. Much 
steady progress was made in the direction of 
Bologna, the Eighth Army capturing the great 
town of Ratenna, but the going was particularK 
difficult through the mountainous terrain. 
Although the Allied advance in Italy was therefore 
much less spectacular than on other fronts in 
Europe, the armies fighting there were doing good 
work by pinning down large enemy forces which 
the German High Command needed so badly to 
replace their losses elsewhere. Throughout the 
autumn and winter months, too, American hea\y 
bombers operating from Italian bases carried on 
the vital task of wTecking industrial plants in the 
Reich and disorganizing the enemy’s communica- 
tions, especially through the Brenner Pass leading 
into Austria. 

Meanwhile, in the Far East, large-scale Allied 
operations were carrying the war ever nearer to 
the Japanese homeland with the acquisition of 



ADVilNCE IN BURMA. In the early months of 1945 great advances were made by British and Indian troops of 
the Fourteenth Army in Bmmia. The fall of Mandalay on 20 March, after a hard battle against the enemy defences 
in Fort Dufferin, marked the climax of the arduous three-year campaign. Some six weeks later the Fourteenth 
Army were in Rangoon. Above, troops charge into the burning town of Meiktila, eighty miles south of Mandalay. 
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Baffles west of ilie SMne 

\alLiable bases in the Central Pacific. The most 
iiiiportant of these operations was the reconquest 
of the Philippine Islands, where powerful landings 
were made along the w'est coast of Leyte in 
October. Successes against the Japanese on 
Leyte were followed in the next few months by 
landings on the other main Philippine Islands of 
Mindoro, Luzon and Mindanao, the capture of 
wdiich gave the Allies a centra! key-point for all 
future operations and threatened to cut the 
enemy's communications with all his outlying 
conquests. In a great naval battle fought off the 
Philippines towards the end of October, the 
Japanese Fleet wms severely crippled with the loss 
of tW'O large battleships, four carriers and eight 
cruisers, besides a number of smaller ships. 
British and American submarines continued to 
take heavy toll of enemy shipping in Far Eastern 
waters. 

In Europe the Western Front flared into 
activity again in the last w^eek of February, when 
Field-Marshal Montgomery launched a smashing 
ollensive against the German forces west of the 


February, 1945 

Rhine. These great battles, in which British, 
American and Canadian forces all look part, were 
tO'be decisive in bringing about the final collapse 
of HitleCs armies in the West. From Nijmegen 
south to Venlo a tremendous weight of Allied 
armour was thrown against the enemy, and the 
Allies were swift in following up their initial 
successes. The Americans forced a crossing of the 
Roer River and captured Julich and Duren and 
came close to the huge Rhineland city of Cologne. 
British and Canadian troops fought grim battles 
against the frantic enemy, especially around the 
strong-points of Goch and Cleve, to reach the 
Rhine at Wesel. Some of the toughest fighting 
w'est of the river took place in the region of 
Xanten, near the Wesel crossing, where British 
infantry waged a bloody but victorious battle 
against numbers of fanatical German paratroops. 

Hard as the enemy fought back from key 
strong-points w'hich guarded the Rhine, the fury of 
the Allied onslaught could not be halted. Farther 
to the south troops of General Patton's Third 
Army w'ere advancing through the defences of the 





BRITISH TROOPS CROSS THE RHINE^ The crossing of the Rhine by armies under the command of Field- 
Marshal Montgomery on 23-24 March, 1945, was, after D-Day, one of the greatest offensive operations of the 
war against Germany- Troops from many parts of the British Isles took part in the first crossings made opposite 
the fortified town of Wesel, and the picture was taken when men of the Dorset Regiment were crossing the Rhine. 
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LANDING ON THE OTHER SIDE. Many thousands of troops made the crossing of the Rhine in special amphi- 
bious craft known as “Buffaloes.” A group of British soldiers of the Cheshire Regiment are seen here Just after 
they had landed on the far side of the river. These men were some of the first to cross the Rhine to suppor’: 
the force of British Commandos, the advance guard detailed to capture Wesel in the opening phase of the offensive. 


Siegfried Line, beating the Germans back relent- 
lessly. By the end of the first week in March the 
Allies had reached the Rhine along a continuous 
stretch of about 150 miles from Nijmegen almost 
to Coblenz. Cologne, third largest city of 
Germany, fell on 6 March and two days later the 
Americans achieved the first crossing of the Rhine 
at Remagen. The enemy had planned to blow up 
the bridge here, but American patrols discon- 
nected the fuses attached to the mines just in 
time, and soon tanks and infantry were pouring 
across in great strength despite artillery fire from 
defenders on the opposite bank. 

The main crossings of the Rhine by the 21st 
Army Group under command of Field-Marshal 
Montgomery took place on the night of 23-24 
March. The river was forced on a twenty-five- 
miie front to the north of the Ruhr, and among the 
first troops to get across were men of the 15th and 
51st Scottish Divisions. This operation, magnifi- 
cently planned and brilliantly executed in the true 
Montgomery tradition, was on such a vast scale 
that it was something like another D-Day. It 
was carried out under cover of the biggest smoke 
screen in the history of warfare and this helped 
considerably to mislead the enemy. 


Air support was given on a tremendous scale 
and this, together with the mighty artillery 
barrage directed across the river, made life for the 
defenders on the approaches to the east bank of 
the Rhine almost impossible. British Commando 
troops had been sent across the river at ten o'clock 
in the evening on 23 March, before the main 
crossings began, to capture the key town of 
Wesel, probably the most strongly defended 
German position of all across the Lower Rhine. 
Then about an hour later the air attack opened 
against Wesel, and the town was puUerized to a 
heap of rubble with only the shells of a few 
buildings left standing. The same fate overtook 
every strong-point which the enemy had built up 
in the line of the Allied advance, making his 
position everywhere a hopeless one. 

The battle for the Rhine crossings was a com- 
bined operation in every sense. Even British and 
D.S. naval ^forces .were brought in to- provide 
special ferry craft for the troops and trained 
crew^s to man them. Meanwhile, more than 
10,000 engineers w^ere engaged in assembling 
pontoons and making bridges ; they worked with 
such speed that within a few hours after the first 
troops had got across the Rhine the first complete 
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ESSEN CflPTUEED. On 10 April, 1945, the American Ninth Army occupied the great German industrial city oi 
Essen. This was the home of the Krupp armament works and centre of the Ruhr coal-mining and steel industry 
with a normal population of about 660,000. The Krupp works, the ruins of which are shown here, received the 




attention of the R.A.F. quite early in the war. From 1943 onwards this huge armaments centre was homhed with’ 
increasing force by day and night, and by December, 1944, the Krupp output had been reduced to less than' 
one third of its normal. On 11 March, 1945, the heaviest attack by over 1,000 bombers finally destroyed it. 
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May, 1945 


Collapse of Nazi GermanY 

bridge was carrying over reinforcements and 
supplies. On 24 March the greatest airborne 
landing of the war was made east of the river by 
the First Allied Airborne Army, and these sky 
troops distinguished themselves in capturing many 
vital key points and rounding up thousands of 
prisoners. The lessons of Arnhem had been well 
learnt for this airborne operation was a complete 
success, everything going to a clockwork plan. 

WEHRMilCHT BKERKS UP 

Now the Western Allies had forced the last and 
most formidable obstacle barring the way to the 
heart of the Reich. The enemy’s last line of 
defence was shattered and the Wehrmacht was 
about to break up rapidly before the immense 
pressure of men and arms ranged against them. 
Ahead of the ad\ancing tank columns, which were 
fanning out in ail directions across Germany, 
went the British and American bombers, destroy- 
ing the enemy's communications and breaking up 
his last-ditch defences everywhere. In those 
memorable weeks of Aprih when famous German 
towms and cities ^vere surrendering to the Allies 
one after another, demoralized enemy soldiers 
were being rounded up by hundreds of thousands. 
In many places the hordes of men coming out to 
give themselves up on the roads delayed the great 
advance. Only in such key cities as Leipzig, 
Nuremberg and Bremen was any resistance found, 
but even this w'as quickly smashed. 

In the East, meanwhile, the Russians had won a 
decisive victory by forcing a crossing of the Oder. 
This opened up the way to Berlin itself and made 
it quite impossible for the enemy to delay the 
final crushing onslaught by the Red Army. 
Marshal Koniev’s men had captured the big city 
of Breslau, for which the Germans had fought 
bitterly, and occupied the great industrial area of 
Upper Silesia. Farther to the south other powerful 
Russian forces were driving on to Vienna, cap- 
tured by Marshal Tolbukhin on 13 April, and out- 
flanking most of Austria. In Czechoslovakia, the 
Red Army was heading towards Prague, last of 
the capital cities of Europe to be freed from the 
hated Nazi yoke. Both in Austria and Czecho- 
slovakia the Russians were helped in their great 
task by local bands of anti-fascists who had risen 
in great numbers against their oppressors. 
Although the German High Command transferred 
masses of men and material from the West to try 
and stem the forward surge of the Red Army, they 
were now hopelessly outiiianoeuvred. The hour of 
Germany's total defeat w^as imminent. 


As the Allies advanced deeper into the heart of 
the Reich, the most appalling horrors of Nazi rule 
came to light in the notorious concentration camps 
at Dachau, Belsen, Buchenwaid, Nordhausen and 
elsewhere. In ail these camps mass torture and 
cruelty had been practised for years on a scale 
that almost defied the imagination. Tens of 
thousands of victims — men, women and little 
children — were found dead and dying amid 
indescribable conditions. Here, revealed to a 
profoundly shocked world, was staggering evi- 
dence of the Nazis’ policy of mass extermination 
of Jews, democrats, communists and anti- 
fascists from all over Europe. Many of the 
wretched victims who had been starved, beaten or 
otherwise tortured to death were entirely innocent 
of any crime. 

By the beginning of May the complete collapse 
of Nazi Germany was an accomplished fact. The 
long, hard-fought campaign in Italy was brought 
to .an end with the unconditional surrender of 
nearly one million German troops to Field- 
Marshal Alexander on 29 April. On the previous 
d^fy Mussolini, first of the Fascist dictators, had 
been shot dead by Italian partisans while trying 
to escape justice. On 2 May, after three weeks of 
unabated street fighting, the Berlin garrison 
capitulated and the Red Army had achieved its 
greatest triumph of the war. More than 100,000 
Germans were killed during the battle for Berlin, 
and both Hitler and Goebbels were reported to 
have died in the doomed city. Many other Nazi 
leaders and war criminals who were still at large 
had taken an insecure refuge in the mountains of 
Bavaria and Austria, where they were soon to be 
rounded up by swiftly advancing Allied columns 
which were closing in from the north-west. 

UNCONDITIONilL STJB.EENDEE 

On 4 May German emissaries went to Field- 
Marshal Montgomery's headquarters near Ham- 
burg to agree to the unconditional terms for their 
armies in North-West Germany, Holland and 
■Denmark. At Rheims, on 7 May, General Bedell 
Smith, Chief of Staff to General Eisenhower, 
received Germany's uficonditional surrender and 
the terms were duly signed. Then in Berlin, on 
9 May, the same terms were signed in the presence 
of the Russians, the Prussian Field-Marshal 
Keitel, Chief of the German Army High Com- 
mand, putting his signature to the document of 
surrender. 

The end of the war in Europe was celebrated 
with rejoicing by peoples all over the world; in 
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End of Burma campaign 


May, 1945 


the former Nazi-occupied countries of Europe 
people ^^'ept with heartfelt relief and joy when they 
realized the nightmare of the past five and a half 
years was at last finished and done with. Troops 
of the Allied nations who had played a part in the 
glorious liberation of a continent received a 
tremendous welcome wherever they appeared. 
Meanwhile, in London, hundreds of thousands 


conditions in the oiid, was broughi to a triumph- 
ant end ai the beginning of May when the 
Fourteenth Army entered Rangoon. Those troops 
who had waged iungle and mountain warfare 
against the Japanese in Burma for three and a half 
years had recei\ed little of the linielighr focused 
on events elsewhere, but their brave achievements 
will long li\e in the annals of military history. 



TRUMilN WITH ROOSEVELT. The death of President Roosevelt on 12 April, 1945, robbed the United Nations 
of one of their greatest leaders, and America of an inspiring national figure. Franklin D. Roosevelt was succeeded 
by Vice-President Truman, and in one of the last photographs taken of President Roosevelt they are seen together. 


of people Stood in the streets around Whitehall 
to give an ovation to Mr. Winston Churchill, the 
hero of the hour, whose daring leadership had 
brought Britain safely through the darkest days in 
her history. 

While the war in Europe was over, the final 
struggle against the treacherous enemy in the Far 
East had still to be won. Yet, in those early days 
of May, few could have believed that Japan would 
be brought to her knees in less than four months 
after the defeat of Germany. Factors yet un- 
known, however, were to shorten the final battles. 

The long campaign in Burma, fought largely by 
British troops across more than a thousand miles 
of the most difficult country and worst climatic 


They played a great part in the Far East war as a 
whole, inflicting well over a quarter of a million 
casualties on the enemy and pinning down large 
forces he could have used elsewhere. 

From early April until 21 June the Americans 
fought one of the most bitter campaigns of the 
whole war on the Pacific island of Okinawa. The 
Japanese put up the most determined resistance to 
try and prevent this vital strip of land from 
becoming an Allied base for bombing raids against 
their homeland. In doing so they lost over 
100,000 dead. Meanwhile, the large group of 
Philippine Islands were finally cleared ^of the 
enemy. Farther to the south the Australians \\ere 
engaged in the task of driving the Japanese from 
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Defeat of Japan 

Borneo. Two weeks after the Australian 9th 
Division had made their successful landings on the 
coast of British North Borneo on 10 June, they 
had cleared the important Seria oilfields. In July 
further landings were made near Balikpapan, in 
South-East Borneo, where strong enemy resistance 
ha'd to be overcome. 

Meanwhile, increasingly heavy raids were being 
made on the big cities of Japan by fleets of 
American “Super-Fortresses’' flying from newly 
won bases in the Pacific and from China. Many 
attacks were also launched from aircraft carriers 
which steamed in company with the British and 
American fleets in Japanese home waters. On 
10 July about 2,000 carrier-based aircraft attacked 
scores of important targets in and around Tokyo, 
and although the American carrier force was only 
within fifteen minutes' flying time of Tokyo Bay, 
not a single Japanese warship or aircraft gave 
battle. 

On 6 August the first atomic bomb ever to be 
used in war was dropped on the Japanese city and 
naval base of Hiroshima. A second atomic bomb 
fell on Nagasaki three days later. These bombs, 
the most powerful weapon ever devised by man, 
obliterated everything over a very wide area and 
killed every living thing which lay in the way. 
About a third of the total population of each city 
was wiped out. On 8 August the Soviet Union 
declared war on Japan, and within a few days the 
Russian armies had advanced deeply into Man- 
churia where much of the remaining military 
strength was concentrated. 

These events brought about the swift collapse 
of the Japanese Empire and by the middle of 
August the last of the enemies had decided to 
accept the Allied terms for unconditional surren- 
der as declared by the leaders of Britain, America 
and China at the Potsdam conference a few weeks 
previously. The Japanese Emperor himself 
broadcast surrender orders to his troops who were 
still fighting on many scattered fronts. The first 
surrender talks were opened at Manila, capital of 
the Philippine Islands, early in the morning of 
19 August. On 26 August Japanese envoys were 
flown to Rangoon to accept terms for the sur- 
render of Burma and Malaya. Four days later 
General MacArthur, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Allied forces, arrived on the mainland of Japan 
itself, and on 2 ’ September, the final surrender 
terms were signed aboard the American battleship, 
Missouri, anchored in Tokyo Bay. Pdace had at 
last come to the whole world after exactly six years 
of the greatest and most terrible war in history. 
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LIBERATION OF 
BRUSSELS 

3 SEPTEMBER, 1944 

After a spectacular advance of 
seventy-three miles since sun- 
rise, the British Second Army 
entered the capital city of 
Belgium on the evening of 
3 September*. First troops to 
reach Brussels were the Guards 
Armoured Division under 
Major-General Adair, who were 
closely followed by the 11th 
British Armoured Division com- 
manded by General Horrocks. 
And so another European 
capital was set free after suffer- 
ing the grim tyranny of German 
rule for more than four years. 
(Brussels was captured by the 
enemy in May, 1940, following 
a series of terrific air attacks by 
the Luftwaffe.) As the British 
columns entered the city again, 
flames were seen to be coming 
from the historic Palais de 
Justice, which the retreating 
enemy set on fire as a final act 
of vandalism. This building, 
most of which was destroyed, 
had been used as a wireless 
station for Nazi propaganda. 
In spite of the terrible ordeals 
which they had borne under 
German occupation, the people 
of Brussels turned out in their 
thousands to give their libera- 
tors a tirmultuous welcome. 
Every street and square 
through which the British 
vehicles passed was packed 
with wildly cheering crowds. 
The swift advance of the British 
Second Army had taken the 
Germans by surprise, and 
while most of the enemy had 
made a hasty retreat a few 
groups of resisters were left 
behind- Within a short time, 
however, the accurate fire of 
guns mounted on the British 
tanks had eliminated the last 
snipers’ nest. The picture on 
these pages shows a British 
armoured vehicle passing be- 
tween the lines of cheering 
citizens in a gtreet of Brussels. 
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REVENGE j!lND JOY IN BRUSSELS. Immediately after their liberation the citizens of Brussels gave vent to their 
angry feelings against the hated Germans. An effigy and portraits of Hitler were burnt on the steps of the town 
hall, while the Gestapo building was raided by patriots and all files and documents destroyed. Pictures show: 
above, crowds gathered outside the former headquarters of the Belgian quislings ; top right, a German-owned 
shop in Brussels being demolished by civilians; bottom right, more cheers for British- soldiers in the city. 
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^TWERP CWTURED. On 4 September the British Second Army continued its swift advance through 
Belgium and reached the great port of Antwerp, second largest city of the country. Here, as in Brussels the 
completely by surprise and more than 2,000 prisoners were taken. Among them’ was 
General Graf von Stolberg, the German Commander of Antwerp, who was captured by four British privates while he 



m lunching in his private house. A great round-up of trapped enemy units was made by the Belgian Forces of 
e interior. Many of the captured local traitors were placed in the empty cages of the city’s zoological gardens, 
ther important places liberated the same day were Louvain, famous in the First World War, and the industrial 
ty of Malines. The picture reproduced on these pages shows German prisoners marching in Antwerp. 
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In tine early d.ays of Septem- 
laer, 1944, tine Oerraan 
Ootliic Liine in t±ie iNTorth-ern 
Apennines of Italy was 
breaclied. on a twenty -mile 
front in a series of very 
powerfnl attacks launclied. 
against it by tbe Eiglitii 
Army- Penetrations were 
made tlrrongli th.e enemy’s 
defensive positions to a 
deptb of four miles. ”Wliiie 
tliese advances were being 
made in th.e Adriatic sector 
of tbe front, ottier troops of 
tile Eiglitii Army made im- 
portant progress towards 
tiie Gottiic Line from posi- 
tions north of Florence. AJl 
the ground troops were ably 
supported by tine Desert Air 
Force, which, concentrated 
many bomb loads on enemy 
troop concentrations and 
supply lines. By 4 Septem- 
ber the British, and Cana- 
dians had reached a point 
only six miles from Rimini, 
the strong German-held 
bastion guarding the eastern 
approaches to the Po Valley 
and the Plain of Lombardy. 
Meanwhile, the Fifth Army 
had launched new attacks 
and, with infantry and tanks, 
crossed the river Arno at 
many places between Flor- 
ence and the sea. On 6 
September the Americans 
completed the occupation of 
Lucca, an ancient town asso- 
ciated with Julius Caesar and 
having many historic build- 
ings. By the capture of 
Monte Albano, between the 
Arno and Pistoia, the Fifth 
Army also reached the 
Gothic Line. In the picture 
a Long Tom gun crosses a 
Bailey bridge over the River 
Sieve at Borgo San Lorenzo. 










TRiSNSPORT PROBLEMS IN ITALY. Fighting in the mountainous country of the Apennines, where many 
stone-built villages favoured the defenders, proved a severe test on the Allied supply and transport organization. 
In many places the terrain was so difficult that laden mules Were used to carry supplies for the infantry. Many 
remarkable feats of bridge-building were achieved by Allied engineers, upon whose work the speed of the 
advance largely depended. Picture on left shows a Bailey bridge thrown across a 530-ft. gap on the Fifth Army 
front. Above, columns of transport vehicles wind over the hills after Eighth Army’s great break-through. 
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WAR CRIMINALS ON TRIAL. During September the first trials of Nazi and Fascist war criminals were held 
The picture Shows a noisy scene before the trial of Caruso, ex-chief of police in Rome, wheh angry demonstrators 
seized the Fascist governor of the city prison and beat him up in court. Pictures on the right were taken at the 
famous Lublin trial, when Nazi executioners from the Majdanek concentration camp in Poland (where over 1 000 000 
helpless civmans were murdered) were found guflty. Top. Nazi murderers on the prisoners’ bench in court- 
below, excited crowds of Lublin civilians gathered outside the court waiting for the verdict to be announced* 
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Churchill meets Roosevelt 


On 10 September Mr. Churchill arrived in Canada 
for a week of conferences with President Roosevelt 
and the Combined Chiefs of Staff. Mr. Mackenzie 
King, Premier of Canada, took part in the dis- 
cussions. An invitation had been sent to Marshal 
Stalin who, however, was unable to leave the 
Soviet Union at that time. After the final meetings 
on 16-17 September a joint statement was issued 
declaring that “ The President and the British Prime 
Minister with Combined Chiefs of Staff discussed all 
aspects of the war against Germany and Japan.” 
Mr. Churchill returned on the liner ” Queen Mary,” 
reaching England on 26 September. On the right, 
Mr. Churchill, followed by his wife and Mr. 
Mackenzie King, is seen leaving train at Quebec; 
below, President Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill on 
the terrace of Quebec Citadel. Opposite page; 
top, Conference in session. Among figures round 
the table are Mr. Mackenzie King, Mr. Malcolm 
Macdonald (British Minister to Canada), Mr. 
Churchill, Field Marshal Sir Alan Brooke, Field 
Marshal Sir John Dill, Admiral Sir Andrew Cunning- 
ham and Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir Charles 
Portal ; below, Mr. Churchill and Mr. Mackenzie 
King leave the Quebec Legislature in an open car. 
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ATTACK ON LE HAVRE. On 12 September all enemy resistance ceased in Le Havre and the British took 
complete control of the port. This large French seaport had been by-passed as the Allies advanced across 
Northern France and Belgium, and the powerful German garrison thei'e was under siege for several weeks. The 
carefully prepared assault on the town followed days and nights of heavy bombardment from the air, during 
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CHINESE TROOPS CAPTURE TENGCHUNG. On 14 September the Chinese High Command announced that 
their troops advancing from Yunnan into North Burma had taken the important city of Tengchung. This was the 
first big Chinese city to be recaptured after eight years of war, and as a strong Japanese base it had been the 
main obstacle to linking together the Burma and Ledo roads. The battle lasted five weeks and 3,000 Japanese died 
in the fighting. Top left and right, Chinese in Tengchung again ; above, Chinese gunners in hills above Tengchung. 
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AMERICilNS ATTACK PALAU ISLANDS. On 14 September U.S. Marines and Army assault groups landed on 
Peleliu Island in the Palau group, Western Carolines. The Palau group of islands was the last stronghold, of the 
Japanese in the Central Pacific and the key area t6 the Philippines, only 450 miles away. After twelve days of bitter 
fighting, during which the Japanese lost about 10,000 in kiUed alone, Peleliu was in American hands except for 
isolated pockets of resistance in the north and south. On 16 September successful landings were also made on 
Anguar, the southernmost island of the group. On the left, U.S. landing craft are seen heading for Anguar Island ; 
above, busy scene on a beach at Pelehu as ammunition and supplies are taken ashore for the invading forces. 
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AIRBORNE 
ARMY INVADES 
HOLLAND 

17 SEPTEMBER, 1944 

A broadcast message from 
SHAEF on 17 September an- 
nounced that strong forces of the 
First Allied Airborne Army had 
just landed in Holland. In this, 
the greatest single airborne 
operation yet launched, well 
over 1 ,000 tow planes and gliders 
took part. Among the thousands 
of paratroops and glider-borne 
infantry were British, American 
and Polish units with Dutch 
Commaijdo detachments. The 
whole operation was commanded 
by Lieutenant-General Lewis H. 
Brereton. Equipment included 
light guns and jeeps, as well 
as large quantities of ammuni- 
tion, food and smaller weapons. 
Landings were made in the Rhine 
delta of Holland, on the right 
flank of the German defence line 
in the West and ahead of the 
British Second Army. The great 
task of the airborne forces was 
to hold the vital Arnhem bridges 
until the British Second Army had 
advanced through Holland to 
join up with them, thereby 
turning the line of the Rhine and 
opening the way into the heart 
of Germany. It was a brilliant 
plan, and the airborne troops 
fought magnificently to accom- 
plish it. Had this happened, the 
European war might well have 
been shortened by months. 
While the Nijmegen bridges 
were secured, however, it was 
impossible to hold out at Arnhem, 
and finally the remnants of the 
Allied Airborne Division were 
withdrawn. In the picture a 
“ Liberator ” aircraft is swooping 
low over the Dutch countryside 
to drop supplies to paratroops 
below. The ground is covered 
with gliders and collapsed para- 
chutes. More parachutes, loaded 
with supplies, are seen drop- 
ping slowly towards earth. 
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GLIDERS LAND ON DUTCH FIELDS. The landing of Allied airborne forces continued steadily during 18-19 
September. Considerable reinforcements of men, equipment and stores were flown into Holland, and all were 
strongly protected by large numbers of British and U.S. fighters and fighter bombers. The conception and 
execution of the whole airborne operation must rank as one of the major events in military history. In contrast 
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with the previous airborne landings in France, Italy and North Africa, parachutists and glider-borne infantry had all 
to be dropped in pin-pointed areas to make sure that troops were concentrated in strength at or very near vital 
objectives. Each soldier carried with him a detailed map of the particular area in which he was to operate. The 
picture on these pages showSithe gliders covering the DutchlSelds after some of the first landings had been made. 
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EPIC OF ARNHEM 

Through eight days and nights the men of the First 
Airborne Army fought on around Arnhem. It was 
a truly heroic struggle against quite overwhelming 
odds, for the Germans had concentrated consider- 
able forces in the confined area. Moreover, the 
bad weather that developed soon after the landings 
made it quite impossible to keep the airborne 
troops supplied from the air ; though, needless to 
say, the Allied air crews worked wonders whenever 
there was the slightest opportunity to do so. Diving 
in at recklessly low levels, many airci-aft were shot 
down by enemy gxms. But the isolated troops fought 
bravely on, sometimes with only jack-knives and 
pistols to defend themselves. For several days 
many of them were fighting without food and prac- 
tically no water. Finally the order came to with- 
draw, and out of the 8,000 men who had been 
dropped around Arnhem only about one third of 
their number were successfully brought back. 
Many of the wounded fell prisoners to the Germans. 
Above, men of (C) Company of the Border Regiment 
waiting to repulse the enemy less than 100 yards 
away; left, engaging the Germans with 3-in. 
iriortars ; top right, an airborne soldier in action with 
Sten gun ; bottom right, some survivors of Arnhem, 
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on against desperate odds 


18-26 September, 1944 
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ACTION AT ARNHEM. This map, specially drawn for the book by E. G. Lambert, gives a pictorial summary 
of the famous airborne action at and around Arnhem. It shows the three main points where the Allied paratroops 
were dropped on 17-18 September, a link being made between airborne forces at Eindhoven and Nijmegen the 
following days. Chief enemy thrusts against Allied corridor were made on 24-25 September, when that corridor 
was greatly strengthened. Local German attacks against Arnhem and Nijmegen bridgeheads are also shown. 
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FIGHTING FOR THE ilRNHEM BRIDGE. Some of the most bitter fighting of the war occurred at the approaches 
to the vital bridge at Arnhem. Although the 1st Airborne Division battled against quite overwhelming odds here, 
suffering a great many casualties both in killed and wounded, they succeeded in inflicting heavy losses on the 
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First Airborne Division September, 1944 




enemy. Their stand at Arnhem will take a shining place in the records of gallant deeds in all wars. This special 
drawing by Charles Cundall gives a most vivid impression of the scene jat the approaches to the bridge at 
Arnhem during the climax of the battle, when men of the 1st Airborne Division so distinguished themselves. 
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BRITISH LIBERATE EINDHOVEN. On 19 September troops of the British Second Army entered Eindhoven, 
the first large city of Holland to be set free. They received a tremendous welcome from the inhabitants. Although 
the famous Philips radio works had been badly hit in previous R.A.F. attacks, the town itself was found practically 
undamaged. Above, British lorries passing through a street in Eindhoven (by permission of “The Times”) ; top 
right, welcoming the liberators ; bottom right, clearing an enemy road block near the Belgian-Dutch frontier. 
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FALL OF BREST. On 19 September all enemy resistance ceased in Brest, the important French Atlantic seaport 
which the Germans had used as a U-boat base for more than four years. Nearly 11,000 J)risoners were taken^ 
including the German naval commander, Admiral Kahler. This brought the total of prisoners captured during 
the siege of forty-six days to more than 35,000. Pictures show; top left, a U.S. tank destroyer firing at point? 
blank range to clear a side street ; bottom left, German women among prisoners ; above, more prisoners from Brest. 





RIMINI CAPTURED. On 21 September, after very bitter fighting, the important Adriatic coast town of Rimini 
fell to Greek infantry and Canadian tanks of the Eighth Army. Although the main German forces had already 
quitted the town, some stubborn pockets of enemy resistance still remained to be cleared. Infantrymen are 
seen above during a house-to-house mopping-up in the centre of Rimini. On the left an Allied soldier is taking 
quick covor behind a lorry during a sudden enemy counter-attack on the road between Rimini and Bologna. 
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END OF SIEGE AT 
CALAIS 

On 1 October the German commander of Calais, 
Colonel Schoerner, surrendered imconditionally to 
the Canadian forces. A few hours later the rest of 
the garrison ceased resistance, and Calais had been 
freed. With the capture of this town all the French 
channel ports opposite the south-east coast of 
England had now been liberated, with the single 
exception of Dunkirk. Earlier a truce had been 
granted to the German commander of Calais to 
allow the evacuation of the townspeople. After this 
there followed a terrific bombardment by .the 
Canadians, using both light and heavy artillery. 
R.A.F. Bomber Command also took part in the 
assault, dropping over 11,000 tons of bombs from 
very low altitudes. Altogether nearly 8,000 prisoners 
were taken at Calais. By clearing the enemy from 
this part of the French coast, the last of the German 
cross-Channel guns were silenced. Pictures show : 
left, one of many buildings ablaze as the Canadians 
entered the town ; above, civilians being evacuated ; 
right, a Canadian rifleman on guard outside the 
former Nazi headquarters in the centre of the town. 





5 October, 1944 


Greek people regain 


ALLIES LAND 
IN GREECE 

On the night of 4-5 October 
units of Allied Land Forces 
(Adriatic), landed on the main- 
land of Greece and entered 
the town of Patras, in the 
northern Peloponnesus. Other 
units made landings on several 
of the Greek Islands, and all 
these very successful land 
operations were closely sup- 
ported by strong detachments 
of the Balkan Air Force and the 
Royal Navy. Paratroops had 
been dropped in Greece a few 
days before the landings from 
the sea, and R.A.F. “ Spitfires ” 
had also touched down on 
Greek airfields without meeting 
any opposition from the Ger- 
mans. In response to an appeal 
sent out by the Greek Resist- 
ance Movement, local citizens 
gave willing assistance with the 
making of emergency landing- 
strips for Allied aircraft. After 
a great welcome from the 
people Of Patras, where about 
1,600 remaining Germans were 
taken prisoners, the Allies 
pushed on towards Corinth, 
liberated on 8 October. By this 
time the Germans were beating 
a hasty retreat out of Greece, 
leaving extensive demolitions 
behind them. British patrols 
were able to push across the 
Corinth Canal without making 
further contact with the enemy. 
Athens, the Greek capital, was 
freed by a British Commando 
force on 13 October. Picture 
shows- the Mayor of Patras 
(bareheaded and on horse- 
back) being greeted by a 
fellow partisan ^ he rides 
through the thronged streets. 
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GERMAN ROCKET-BOMB. Early in October the enemy began in earnest their rocket-bomb attacks against 
southern England, and these continued through the autumn and winter months. While the rocket was much less 
accurate than the flying-bomb, it was a more deadly weapon, making a crater 30 ft. deep and causing damage 
over a wide area. Much larger than the flying-bomb, its warhead contained 2,000 lb. of explosive. Its flight could 
not be intercepted and, moreover, the small platforms used as latmching sites were hard to destroy by bombing. 
Most of the rockets which fell in England were fired from sites in Holland. The weapon had a range of about 
200 nailes and ascended 60 or 70 miles during flight. This special drawing illustrates detailed construction of the 
rocket-bomb, and shows how it is raised into firing position. Right, rescue work after rocket incident in London. 
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HEAVY AIR ATTACKS IN BURMA. During October m^y powerful blows were struck against important 


Japanese communications and supply routes in Burma in support of the advancing Fourteenth Army by the 
Strategic Air Force of Eastern Air Command. The picture above shows a direct hit from an R.A.F. “Liberator ” 
bursting on enemy railway yards at Ye, near the main line running from Bangkok to Rangoon. Right, leaflets being 


showered from one of the attacking aircraft after a heavy raid on an enemy-held railway station at Pak Nem Phau. 
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on Jap targets in Burma 


October, 1944 
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11-16 October, 1944 
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KING GEORGE VISITS THE WESTERN FRONT. On 11 October His Majesty the King flew across the Channel 
to make a five-day tour of the battlefields of France, Belgium and Holland and visit the Allied forces in the front line. 
In the course of this tour he motored more than 200 miles in a single day in order to confer the K.C.B. on 
Lieutenant-General Omar Bradley, famous Commander of the American 12th Army Group, The King travelled 
about the battlefields mostly in a jeep and slept each night in an Army caravan as the guest of Field-Marshal 
Montgomery. He received a warm welcome not only from the fighting men but also from crowds of civilians in the 
liberated towns and villages through which he passed. Pictures on these pages, taken during His Majesty’s visit 
to the Western Front, show: the King enjoying a joke with General Eisenhower (with them Lieutenant-General 
Omar Bradley and Genei-al Hodges) ; right, leaving the British headquarters with Field-Marshal Montgomery. 
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11-16 October, 1944 




SUCCESSES IN BURMA. During October British and Indian troops of the Fourteenth Army made good progress in 
Burma after months of heavy fighting for the important Tiddim Road amid difficult conditions. Tiddim itself, pre- 
war centre pi the Chin Hills territory, was captured on 19 October after Japanese resistance on the steep "Chocolate 
Staircase" had collapsed, and their defences covering the northern approach to the town were smashed under 
heavy air attacks. Above, Indian troops of Fifth Division on Kennedy Peak, an 8,000rft. height in the Chin Hills 
beyond Tiddim ; top right, Royal Scots Fusiliers seeking out enemy snipers in a Burmese village : bottom right, 
another party of Royal Scots Fusiliers crossing a swirling stream in the jungle with rifles, spades and bagpipes. 
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FALL OF AACHEN. After more than one week of fierce street battles, the German aty of Aachen ^11 to Ae 
American First Army on 20 October. Ten days earfier the Americans had presented a surrender or die 
SaLn to the German garrison, but as no reply was received the attack on the city was resumed. Besides 
terrific artillery bombardments, Aachen was continuously dive-bombed and strafed by wave 
Allied bombers. By the time that the end came the place was a heap of ri^s ^^le. Uj- 

carry surrender ultimatum to the Germans; top right, German civilians leave; ’".f 

as it looked after the bombing and violent street batfies were over and the city was forced to capitulate. 
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RECONQUEST OF THE PHILIPPINES. This map, specially drawn by S. J, Turner, F.R.G.S,, shows stages in the 
recapture of the Philippines which began with the landings on Leyte in the south-west. This large group of 
Pacific islands, with their numerous airfields and good naval bases, form a strategic key to all future operations 
designed to carry the war into Japan itself. The landings on Leyte were the greatest of the Pacific war to 
date. In the picture on the opposite page General MacArthur is seen talking to native Filipino warriors. 
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TRAGIC 
STRUGGLE IN 
WARSAW 

On 21 October the heroic 
defenders of Warsaw fired 
their last shots in the struggle 
to seize the city from the 
German troops in occupation. 
For over two months the Polish 
Patriot Army had waged a 
gallant fight, but the exhaustion 
of all weapons and food sup- 
plies compelled them to cease 
resistance. Hope of relief from 
outside vanished when attempts 
by the Red Army, with Polish 
formations, to cross the Vistula 
failed. The pictures here 
show : left, some of the starving 
civilians of Warsaw after the 
rising ; above, Germans blind- 
fold Polish delegates just ar- 
rived at their headquarters to 
discuss the terms of surrender ; 
right, a party of Polish patriots 
being marched away after the 
capitulation of city was signed. 






t 


•m 


I 


k K 'P 






■ 


73 





RED mMY mVEDES EAST PRUSSIA. On 23 October the Soviet invasion of East Prussia was announced by 
Marshal Stalin in an Order of the Day addressed to General Chernyakhovsky, For some days previously, 
however, the German broadcasts had been giving the long-expected news of the Russian advance into Reich 
territory. Supported with massed blows by artillery and aircraft, powerful Soviet forces broke through deeply 
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staggered enemy defences covering the frontier and entered East Prussia to a depth of nearly twenty miles on 
an eighty-five-mile front. Many powerful strong-points were overtaken on the first day during bitter fighting, and 
a total of 400 places were occupied by the Red Army. The advance made good progress despite fierce German 
resistance and counter-attacks, though by 30 October it had been slowed down. Above, Red Army tanks advance. 
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26 October, 1944 
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BATTLE FOR HERTOGENBOSCH, On 26 October the old Dutch town of Hertogenbosch (Bois-de-Duc) was at 
last cleared of the Germans by General Dempsey’s troops, in their steady advance across the bogged countryside 
of Holland. For several days there had been some heavy street fighting in the town, where groups of enemy 
troops were resisting stubbornly, British flame-throwers played an important part in covering the final British 





infantry attack. Fortunately, the fine Gothic cathedral was left undamaged. Pictures show; top left, Royal 
Engineers crossing Dommel Canal south of Hertogenbosch ; top right, British troops advancing towards town ; 
bottom left, infantrymen take cover in street doorways while searching for snipers ; centre, a party of British 
infantry waits to move forward; bottom right, Dutch civilian removing children from scene of street battles. 


77 






GEHMaH FAMILIES BECOME REFUGEES. As the war was earned into the Reich itseit, it was now me turn o: 
German civilians to experience something of what their Fuehrer had mercilessly inflicted upon millions of innocen 
people elsewhere in Europe. The pictures on these pages show German families on the move as Allied progress 
overwhelms their towns and villages. Above, a German farmer pushing a loaded wheelbarrow; top right, c 
typical German housewife taking her belongings to safety; bottom right, civilians leaving fighting area, 
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31 October, 1944 Daring low-level attack 



GEHMilN HEADQUARTERS BOMBED. On 31 October a daring low-level attack was made by “Mosquitoes’ ' of 
R.A.F. Tactical Air Force on the Gestapo headquarters housed in the University of Aarhus, Denmarkn Two 
adjoining four-storey buildings formed the target, and to obtain accuracy in bombing a model was specially made 
for the crews. Photograph above shows two of the “Mosquitoes” over the target with bombs falling ; pictures on 
the opposite page, taken by a reconnaissance aircraft from almost roof-top height, show the success of the attack. 
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enemy on Dutch island 


1 November, 1944 
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On 1 November British Commandos and British and 
Canadian infantry landed at Flushing and West- 
kapelle on the island of Walcheren. This operation 
was launched in order to clear the enemy from the 
approaches Jo the port of Antwerp, the use of which 
was vital to the Allied armies fighting on the Western 
front. The Flushing force crossed the Scheldt estuary 
in assault craft, and although enemy fire from shore 
defences was less fierce than anticipated, many 
submerged obstacles caused the loss of some 
landing-craft. After very stiff fighting ashore 
British and Canadian troops had cleared most of 
Flushing by nightfall. Although the Royal Marine 
Commandos met deadly opposition at Westkapelle, 
and many landing-craft were sunk, they charged 
ashore through a gap in the dyke, captured three 
of the biggest enemy batteries, and soon established 
a firm bridgehead. Pictures show : left, tank 
landing-craft approaching beach at Westkapelle; 
bottom left, British Commandos advancing along 
waterfront at Flushing with shells bursting ahead; 
bottom right, evacuating wounded at Flushing. 
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Japs swepi 


October— November, 1944 


AXLIED NiFlVAL VICTORY IN. PACIFIC. On 22 October a great five-day naval battle was begun in the 
Philippine area, A crushing defeat was inflicted upon the enemy who lost more than sixty warships, sunk or 
damaged. U,S. Navy losses were comparatively light, a small aircraft carrier, two escort carriers, two destroyers 
and a destroyer-escort going down. By the middle of November remnants of the Japanese fleet had sought refuge 
in home waters. The picture shows one of the U.S. escort carriers, the "St. Lo, " in flames just before she sank. 
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MR- CHURCHILL IN PARIS- On 11 November the British Prime Minister, accompanied by Mr. Eden, took part 
in the Armistice Day celebrations in Paris at the invitation of General de Gaulle. After laying a wreath on the 
Unknown Soldier's tomb at the Arc de Triomphe, Mr. Churchill and General de Gaulle, followed by Mr, Eden, 
M. Bidault and other British and French leaders, walked down theiamous Champs-Elys6es to the thunderous cheers 
of “Vive Churchill 1" and “Vive de GauUel” In the photograph Mr. Churchill is seen acknowledging crowds. 


November, 1944 


Heavy day and night 



ALLIED BOMBERS SMASH GERMAN RAILWAYS. During November British and American bomber forces 
continued their relentless day and night attacks on German communications. Among the chief targets were 
railway marshalling yards, important jimctions, viaducts and tunnels. On 16 November the greatest bomb load 
ever dropped on Germany to date — more than 5,600 tons — wiped out the big rail centres of Duren and Heinsberg in 
the Rhineland. Pictures show : above, 9th Air Force “Marauder” ” aircraft dropping their bombs on the marshalling 
yards at Enskirchen ; top right, rocket-firing aircraft attack goods train ; below, a bombed viaduct in Germany. 
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murder camp exposed 


November, 1944 


INSIDE NAZI 
MURDER CAMP 

During November the advancing 
Allies overran a notorious con- 
centration camp used by the 
Germans at Vught, in south-west 
Holland. It is estimated that more 
than 13,500 innocent men, women 
and children were cruelly tor- 
tured and murdered here during 
the four years that the Nazis were 
in charge. This camp was typical 
of so many built throughout the 
German-occupied countries and 
in the Reich itself, and the pictures 
illustrate some of its horrors. Left, 
a gallows on which many Dutch 
patriots were executed; right, a 
hot-air torture chamber, showing 
inlet pipes ; below, an oven where 
thousands of bodies were burnt. 




Air war against Japan 


November, 1944 



BOMBIN G OF JAPANESE CITIES- During the autumn and winter of 1944-45 increasingly heavy raids were made 
on Tokyo and other large Japanese cities by American “Super-Fortresses," flying from recently won island bases 
in the Pacific and, latterly, from bases on the Chinese mainland. Attacks from carrier-borne aircraft, which had 
made the earliest raids on Japan, were continued as well. The pictorial map above, specially drawn for this book 
J- Turner, F.R.G.S., shows how this Far East bombing offensive was mounting by the early months of 1945. 
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November, 1944 


Chinese helped by air power 
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jS.IR SUPPLIES FOR CHINA. While the tremendous increase in American air power throughout the Far East 
took the war to the very heart of the Japanese homeland, it brought much-needed assistance and relief to the 
valiant native armies of China. Powerful air forces flew from distant bases in India and the liberated parts of 
Burma to drop ammunition, equipment and supplies to the Chinese. Here is a parachute load on its way dovm. 





BRITISH ABVilNCE INTO GERMANY. At dawn on 18 November a powerful assault was begun in Germany, 
north, and south of Geilenldrchen, by the British Second Army which had been switched to this front from 
Holland and was fighting side by side with the Americans under General Dempsey. The British and Americans 
developed a pincers movement round Geilenkirchen, and this important German strong-point before the Rhine 
feU to the combined attack on 19 November, War correspondents described the place as a “ghost town,” for it 
had been reduced to rubble by heavy air and artillery bombardment. Of the town’s normal population of 20,000, 
not more than about 300 remained. The Gei'mans shelled and mortared Geilenldrchen after its occupation by 
the Allies. The picture shows British infantry amid the desolation of Bauchem, a few miles from Geilenkirchen. 
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LIBERATION OF STRASBOURG, On 19 November the French First Army laimched a big attack from the 
Vosges to the Swiss frontier, taking 10,000 prisoners. Next day it captured Belfort and reached the Rhine 
south of Mulhouse. Meanwhile the U.S. Seventh Army was advancing towards Strasbourg. This great French 
city, capital of Alsace, was actually liberated by the French 2nd Armoured Division under General Leclerc. 
On the evening of 23 November the French flag was again flying over Strasbourg’s famous cathedral, which had 
been badly damaged by the enemy. This victory brought both the French and Americans to the bridge across 
the Rhine opposite the German town of Kehl. It threatened still more the bulk of the German forces in the 
Vosges, who were already menaced by French armour driving northwards from Mulhouse. A scene in Strasbourg 
after its liberation is shown in the picture above. A street is littered with torn and trampled-on “swastikas.” 
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3 December, 1944 


Civil strife breaks out 










FIGHTING IN 
ATHENS 

On 3 December fighting broke 
out in Athens after EAM (Left 
Wing) representatives in the 
Greek Government had resigned 
rather than sign the decree dis- 
banding all armed resistance 
forces. Next day their sup- 
porters demonstrated and 
clashed with the police and civil 
war followed. British troops 
were ordered by General Scobie 
to restore peace, but without 
success. After ELAS (the rebel 
army) had attacked the British 
naval headquarters, heavy fight- 
ing followed for some days. The 
pictures show : left, British tanks 
entering EAM building ; below, 
prisoners coming away ; top 
right, British paratroops in street 
fighting ; bottom right, ELAS 
supporters in the street fighting. 
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Guard parade 


December, 1944 
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BRITAIN’S H03VIE GUARD STANDS DOWN. On 3 December more than 7,000 representative members of the 
Home Guard from every part of the country gathered in London for the final parade before H.M. the King, who 
took the salute in Hyde Park. Local parades were also held in almost every town and village of Britain to mark 
the official Stand Down. Many of the men in the London celebration had served since the Home Guard was 
formed as the Local Defence Volunteers in May. 1940. The King, in a special message, said : "The Home Guard has 
reached the end of its long tour of duty under arms. You have earned in full measure the gratitude of your 
country.” The picture shows one of the Home Guard contingents marching down Piccadilly towards Hyde Park. 
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GERMANY’S VOLKSSTURM PREPARES TO FIGHT. WMe the main task of the Home Guard m Britain was 
over, the swift advance of the Allied armies into the Reich made necessary the formation of a German “People’s 
Army,” In the middle of October, when Germany was already being invaded from east and west. Hitler had 
delivered an emergency proclamation calling on all male Germans between sixteen and sixty, able to carry arms, 
to prepare themselves for the defence of the Fathehand. Volkssturm units were hastily formed in many towns 
and villages, each under the command of reliable Nazi party officials. Some were provided with uniforms, but 
most wore civilian clothes with an arm-band bearing the German emblem. Above, a Volkssturm parade in Berlin. 
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GERMRN COUNTER-OFFENSIVE IN WEST. At dawn on 16 December the Germans, under von Rundstedt, 
suddenly launched a full-scale offensive against the U.S. First Army in the Ardennes. The enemy’s attack was 
the biggest since Normandy, and the Luftwaffe appeared in greater strength than at any time since D-Day. 
Rundstedt’s plan, which had been prepared in secret, was to capture the vital communications centre of Liege, 
and from there drive the Allies back to the coast. By 20 December the enemy had driven a twenty-five-mile 
wedge into the American positions and had thrown thirteen to fifteen divisions into the offensive. But although 
much initial success was gained, German losses proved very heavy in this all-out bid to stem the Allies west of the 
Rhine. The map shows the extent of the enemy’s drive into Belgium. On the right, enemy troops in action. 
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On 21 December it was revealed 
that the Germans had thrust thirty- 
miles into Belgium and had cut the 
important Liege-Bastogne road 
only eighteen miles south of 
Liege. Next day Allied H.Q. 
announced that the enemy’s offen- 
sive had been checked; at its 
deepest penetration it reached 
Laroche, fourteen miles north- 
west of Bastogne. In some of the 
greatest armoured battles fought 
in the West, the enemy had already 
lost 200 tanks. So far the bad 
weather had helped Rundstedt, 
but on 23 December the skies 
suddenly cleared and allowed a 
force of more than 4,000 Allied 
aircraft to blast enemy positions 
and communications. By 27 Decem- 
ber Rundstedt ’s drive to the Meuse 
had been halted. Top, Allied 
forces move up to counter-attack; 
left, dead Germans in wood near 
Liesneux. The dramatic picture 
on* the opposite page was taken 
as a German pillbox was blown 
up by U.S. Army engineers. 




River Meuse halted 


21-27 December. 1944 
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AXHEKTS CONFERElSrCE 

On 24 OecetmiD^r' IVIir. Otinx^olnll anci IVIa:-, Eden, 
aooomp>aniec3. Ey- clif:>lonnatic of&oiaJs and miiitany 
adviseirs, aiririveci in AttLons and ttioare oaJJed a con- 
fearenoe of tlae conflicting ;paarties in tiio Oneelc 
political cdsis in an effoart to fearing afeont peace, 
Tine confearence, paresided ovear fey -A.arclnfeis3nop 
Oamaslcinos, met on 26 Oeceanfeear in a. iroorrL 
liglnted fey Ininararicane lannps. It -was attended fey tiro 
Haritisla areparesentatives, IVI. Eapandareon, E.-A--1V1- and 
E.fe.A.S. delegates, and areparesentati-ves farom ^=^11 
tine Oareefe politicaLl paarties. Tine confear ence 
aresnmed on tine foEo-wing day "wlnen -tine gnestion 
of a Regency foar Oareece -wais discnssed. Latear, it 
w-as agareed to appoint Aarcinfeislnop Oamaslcinos as 
Regent, On tine left tine oonfearence is seen in 
session, Aaromnd tine tafele, left to ariglnt, aare IVEar, 
Eden, IVEar, Ofetxarclnill, Aarolnfeislnop IDamasldnos, 
Eield-lS/Iaarslnal Alexrandear, IVEar. Haarold IVtaoanillan 
(TVEinistear Resident Allied E.O- TVtediteararanean), and 
Oenearal Scofeie (0.0.0. in Oareece). Afeo-ve, I/Ear. 
Olnnarclnill is seen witln Aarclnfeislnop IDamasldnos. 
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Refugees return to 
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SIEGE OF 
BASTOGHE 


On 27 December the 4th 
Armoured Division of General 
Patton's Third Army, after 
fighting its way across 
difficult country, made con- 
tact v/ith the gallant defen- 
ders of Bastogne. Thus ended 
one of the most heroic epi- 
sodes of the war. For eight 
days and nine nights the 
American 101 st Airborne 
Division, supported by a 
unit of the 10th Armoured 
Division, held out against the 
enemy which encircled them. 
Under their commander, 
Brigadier-General McAuliffe, 
they repulsed powerful as- 
saults by seven or eight 
German divisions, 'killed hun- 
dreds of the enemy, des- 
troyed 144 tanks, and took 
700 to 800 prisoners. Their 
undaunted bravery contribu- 
ted much to the success of 
all subsequent operations 
against the German salient, 
for Bastogne was a vital 
centre of communications. 
Early in the siege the defen- 
ders lost their only field 
hospital, and hundreds of 
wounded had to be tended 
in makeshift hospitals with 
only a handful of doctors 
until weather conditions made 
it possible for airborne sup- 
plies to be flown in. On 22 
December the Germans sent 
emissaries under a white flag 
to General McAuliffe demand- 
ing surrender. In reply, the 
general sent back a larg-e 
envelope containing a sheet 
of paper bearing the single 
word, ‘‘Nuts.” Pressure on 
the garrison was relieved 
when, between 23-26 Decem- 
ber, the 1st Allied Airborne 
Army .flew in 842 “Dakotas” 
which parachuted supplies 
and ammunition. Picture 
m the right shows refugees 
dodding through Bastogne. 
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29 December, 1944 




ALLIES LAUNCH 
COUNTER-ATTACK 

By 29 Decemlcer some siiJbstarLtial prog^ress liad been 
mad-e by troops of tine First Army along ttie nortliem 
side of th.e Oerman salient, where the enemy had 
begun a major withdrawal. Among several important 
towns recaptured by the Allies were Manhay, 
Orandmenil and Hnmain, to the south-west of Marche. 
Even greater advances, however, were made along 
the southern flank:, where forces under Oeneral 
Patton had covered more than sixteen miles in under 
. six days to relieve the American Airborne Division 
besieged in Bastogne. During the early days of 
January, powerful new offensives were launched by 
both the First and Third Armies and much ground 
was recovered. It was announced that duiring the 
first sixteen days of the Oerman counter-offensive 
in the Ardennes, the enemy lost something approach- 
ing 20,000 men in prisoners alone, more than 400 
tanks, 650 aircraft, and numerous supply vehicles. 
Pictures show: top, a force of Allied artillerymen 
press on through the snow in camouflaged suits ; 
below, troops of an American armoured division, 
move up towards the battle line through snow.. 
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PROGRESS IN THE ARDENNES. In early January heavy snow on the Western Front made fighting in the 
Ardennes salient difficult. Tanks and vehicles were frequently ditched or stranded on ice-bound roads. 
Nevertheless, good progress was made by the Allies. On 11 January Anglo-American troops under Field-Marshal 
Montgomery’s command captured Laroche. This was one of the German key-points and communication centres. 
Above, an American tank moves along an icy road ; top right, gun-site in snow ; below, in a newly won town. 






HOXJFFilLIZE RECAPTURED. On 16 January the American First Army entered the town of Houffalize in 
Belgium, from which the enemy had pulled out when his position threatened to become untenable. With the 
Alhes back in this town, in and about which there had been most bitter fighting, the German salient in the 
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GREATEST SOVIET OFFENSIVE BEGINS. On 12 January powerful Russian forces under Marshal Koniev 
struck the long-expected blow from their Vistula bridgehead, west of Sandomierz. Within two days the main 
German defences in Poland had been shattered, as the Red Army surged forward some twenty-five miles on a 
front of forty miles. On 15 January the great city of Kielice, with 400 other places, was captured, and Koniev’s 
armies were driving rapidly towards the frontier of German Silesia. This was reached only three days later. 
Meanwhile, to the north, great forces under Marshal Zhukov were also unleashed on two fronts south of Warsaw. 
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Warsaw fell on 17 January. Yet farther north, Marshal Rokossovsky joined the general offensive in a full-scale 
assault over the Narev river with the objective of outflanking East Prussia. Right along the entire Eastern Front 
more than 1,500^000 Russians were engaged in the final all-out push against Nazi Germany. Four leading 
commanders of the Red Army are shown here. Top left, Marshal Rokossovsky; below, Marshal Koniev; top 
right, Marshal Malinovsky; below, Marshal Zhukov. Centre pictures, Red tanks in newly captured cities. 
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RUSSIANS ADVANCE IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. On 15 January troops of the Fourth Ukrainian Front began an 
offensive in the Carpathians. Advancing through roadless mountains and forests, they captured many enemy 
strong-points on Czechoslovak territory. A week or so later the town of Pop rad, on the railway line to Bratislava 
and Vienna, was captured, and the vital centre of Novy Targ also fell to the Red Army. Left, German prisoners 
in Czechoslovakia; top right, Red Army troops go forward; below, Soviet heavy guns move up to the front. 
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R^AR]^ SURGES WESTWARDS. Greater even than the advances made by the Russian armies during the 
si^er of 1944 were the spectacular offensives of the 1944-45 winter campaign. The map on this page illustrates 
me^eed and force of &e Red Army s relentless drive into the very heart of Reich territory and finally to the 
German capit^ itself. The severance of East Prussia from the rest of Germany was one of the decisive blows 
which brought disaster to Nazi power in Eastern Europe. Opposite page : scenes during the Russian offensives. 
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RED ARMY LIBERATES WARSAW^ On 17 January, after forcing a crossing of the Vistula south of the city, 
Marshal Zhukov’s forces captured Warsaw, capital of Poland. Troops of the First Polish Army, with those of the 
First White Russtan Front, were chosen to take part in the liberation. Soviet war correspondents who entered 
Warsaw described it as completely devastated with hardly a living soul to be seen. Most of the famous buildings 
and monuments had been ruthlessly destroyed by the enemy. Pictures above show some of the stricken 
inhabitants of Warsaw returning to their shattered streets and homes. Riaht, Polish soldiers march throuah Warsaw. 
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from Polish capital 


17 January, 1945 
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FIGHTING IN EilST PRUSSIA. On 20 January, after a lull of nearly three months, heavy fighting was resumed 
in East Prussia. Soviet troops of the Third White Russian Front captured by storm the towns of Tilsit, Gross, 
Skaisgirren, Aulowohnen. SzUlen and Kaukehmen. AH these were important communication centres and 
powerful strong-points in the German defences covering Konigsberg. Tilsit, third largest town in East Prussia, 
fell as a result of the displacement of German forces protecting the town in an attempt to steady the hard-pressed 
defenders of Gumbinnen farther south. Many other big towns also fell in the great Russian double thrust into 
East Prussia by forces under Marshal Rokossovsky and General Chernyakhovsky. These included Allenstein 

122 









and Insterburg, the last-named being forty miles inside the German border. The Red Air Force, supporting 
the land armies, enjoyed complete air supremacy over the whole of East Prussia. In the last days of January 
there was bitter fighting for Konigsberg, capital of the German province, which was now completely encircled 
with every street ablaze. Dispatches from Moscow stated that more than 150,000 German refugees from other 
battle areas had taken refuge in the city, believing it to be beyond the reach of the Red Army. All of them had 
to live permanently in undergroimd cellars for a great part of the town had been devastated by heavy artillery 
fire and bombing. Pictured above is a street in a captured East Prussian town scattered with many German dead. 
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21 January, 1945 


Red Army troops capture 
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3-10 February, 194^ 


CRIMEA CONFERENCE 

On 3 February began the historic meetings 
between Mr. Churchill, President Roosevelt 
and Marshal Stalin in the Livadia Palace at 
Yalta, in the Crimea. On the previous day Mr. 
Churchill and President Roosevelt met in 
Malta and, after conferences, flew thence by 
air to a Soviet airport in the Crimea, where 
they were met by Marshal Stalin and M. 
Molotov. ALL three leaders were accompanied 
at the Yalta meetings, which lasted for eight 
days, by their respective Foreign Secretaries, 
Chiefs of Staff and other advisers. Most 
important of the many subjects imder discus- 
sion at this, the most momentous of all the 
“Big Three” meetings that had so far taken 
place, were the military plans for the final 
defeat of Germany. The conference agreed 
on the enforcement of the “unconditional 
surrender” terms for the aggressors in 
Europe and plans for the occupation of a 
separate zone of Germany by forces of each 
of the three powers. Many of the problems 
involved in establishing a secure peace were 
also discussed by the great war leaders in a 
spirit of mutual accord. The results • of the 
Crimea Conference were made known to the 
world on 12 February in simultaneous broad- 
casts from London, Washington and Moscow. 
In every land the news was greeted with 
whole-hearted approval, for it was felt that the 
meetings had paved the way for the creation 
of a long and satisfactory peace. The photo- 
graph of the three world leaders reproduced 
here was taken in the grounds of the Livadia 
Palace during the Conference. Left to right, 
Mr. Churchill (wearing a Cossack cap), 
President Roosevelt and Marshal Stalin. 
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Frencli city celebrates freedoia 
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FRENCH ilRMY FREES COLMilR. On 2 February troops of the French Army fought their way into the centre 
of Colmar, third largest city in the province of Alsace- This victory sealed the fate of the German Nineteenth 
Army remaining in the so-called “Colmar Pocket,” for although it was strongly resisting on the southern flank, 
to the north and west of Mulhouse, its chief route of supply or withdrawal had been cut by French troops astride 
the Colmar-Neuf Brisach road. Dispatches sent by war correspondents reported that the whole German position 
in Alsace was rapidly breaking up. After some fierce fighting in the streets of Colmar, the city’s popu- 
lation turned out to give their liberators a most enthusiastic welcome. Here, units of the French Armoured 
Division are seen passing along the Avenue de la Republique during the victory celebrations in Colmar, 











On 12 February Cleve, a 
northern bastion of the Sieg- 
fried Line, fell to Scottish 
troops of the Canadian First 
Army. During the attack, led 
by “Churchill” flame-throw- 
ing tanks, many nests of 
snipers were overcome and 
several hundred prisoners 
taken. Formerly a pictur- 
esque medieval town with a 
pre-war population of nearly 
25,000, Cleve was completely 
destroyed by the fighting and 
the preceding air bombard- 
ments. More than 700 R.A.F. 
“Lancasters” and “Halifaxes” 
made their heaviest night 
attack on German troops and 
supplies in Cleve on 7-8 
February. Left, Cleve after 
its capture ; above, British 
tanks move up to support the 
infantry clearing snipers’ 
nests in the devastated town. 
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13 F‘eh>ri_icirv'> 1945 


FJI.LL OF BU’O-A.PEST 

Oxx 13 F^lD2rxi3jr^5 sXtoar o. wl-Liolrt la.st^c3. 

sevoxi. vy-oolcs, tlmo IRoc3. -^^rm.-y com.j:>lot^c3. Hn^ix* 
ooc:xxp>a.tioxT of Sxxc3.s.;£Dost, tiro HiiirLg*3.3ri3jrL os.j:>3tsl- 
Ooximajns las.c3. fzoarooly contostod. 0"V"03ry -ya-rd 
of tlno oity, w'lnloti *vy"a.s a stira.! o g-xoa lly imp>oi'tajnt 
l^iastioxi ixx tlno oinom'y’s c3.ofoxT.oos on tiro a.p>p>r’oa.clnos 
to Viorma. INJo-v^or-tlioloss, a.s ttio Soviot xring- olosod 
ovoxr xrnoxro tig-fitl^r oxToimd Biida-i^ost, OoxmrLajn. lossos 
moxxntod xraoicily ; inciood tIrL 03 r p>3ro'V'oc3. to l:>o tlxo 
Iroa^riost sxxffoxrod Joy tiro onoixi^y- in OTry sin^lo Idattlo 
of tlno -wa-xr, osroooding- o-vorr tiroso ot StalingTrad. 
Altog-otlxoxr tixo F.od. l-cillod ovoxr 49,000 onoxtr^ 

t3roox:>s a-ird tool^ o-voir 1 10,000 Ooxrman ond HmrLQ'ajr— 
Ian ;pxrisonoxrs, irLoinciing- Gortox'aJ. Pfoffox:— 'W'-ildon— 
loxmolTL, Goxrman oomxnandoxr of tixo Bnda.p>ost Q*aL 2 r— 
xrison. Dnxrin^ tlno :S^Irxt±n^ tlio 03nom3?' dostxroyod 
somo of tlno oity"*s finost lo util ding's, lolow ng tino 
13 am xl5 o iDxridgos and rrTU-xrdox-od loargo nmrnil^oxrs of 
ci"V'ilians> Jjoft, stxroot jBLglxting in BiJida;^ost ; loottom 
loft, So*vi-ot gmanoxTS in a.c:tion in a cxity sgnaxro ; 

loolow', Soviot axrtill oxry mon ^otmd tixo onomy fx-oxn 
a oagtnx-od siii>TJort:> of tlao HCmn gaxri an oagitaJ., 




HED ilRMY ilDV5LNCES BEYOND ODER. In mid-February powerful Soviet forces under Marshal Koniev' 
crossed the Fiver Oder and broke through strong enemy defences on the western bank. In four days the Russians 
advanced thirty-seven miles, widened their front to over one hundred miles, and took many strong-points, including 
the famous manufacturing town of Liegnitz, thirty-five miles north-west of Breslau. By 14 February the city of 
Neusalz had been reached, some forty miles farther on, and Marshal Koniev*s troops now held 150 miles of the 
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upper and middle Oder beyond the Upper Silesian industrial basin. By these spectacular advances the Red Army 
had overrun most of the wooded country between the Bober and Queis Rivers in twenty-four hours and smashed 
desperate German attempts to make a stand on the Bober before the big industrial town of Gorlitz, fifty miles east 
of Dresden. Top left, Soviet tommy-gunners fighting ; bottom left, column of prisoners recross the Oder to rear of 
Russian lines ; top right, long-range guns of Red Army in action ; bottom right, Soviet troops march westwards. 
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^ ^ 'efc>ir'Lia.3ry Scolrtisii SLixci Welslrt t 2 roop>s fig^lntirug 
lie Oanadia.n First Arnry, imcier tlie commanci of 
3ral Orerar, complete <3. tfio occupation of the 
y’s stronglTLolci of OocF, sontli-east of ttio Reicfis- 
Forest- TFroe nigtits provionsly, in a silent 
It, Scottisti infantry of tlie Oanadian First iiad loroken. 
this p-reat fortress town,' wliich. g-narcieci the 
sm flank of the Siegfried hine. After some very 
honse-to-honse fighting, more than two-thirds 
^ place was in British hands, Snch surprise was 
ad in the initial night attach that the commander 
? Oerman garrison, Oolonel PaxxL Matnsseh, and 
aff were captnred while asleep in their feeds. 

I Fefernary Welsh troops, attaching from north of 
smashed their way through the factory district 
k up with the Scottish troops in the centre of 
vn, which had feeen reduced to ruins. Even when 
::cupation of this Oerman strong-point was virtu— 
:>mpleted, several lively nests of enemy snipers 
ued to hold out in the shattered feuil dings. But 
vere guichly x-ounded up or wiped out fey the 
An aerial view showing destruction in Ooch is 
on left : afeove, a British soldier, screened fev 
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the MSafctfof?h^ JJ?— f ^ battle, American troops completed 

the iberahon of the Pl^ppme capital. Although a great part of Manila had been captured early in fte month the 

toent^s of ^y value from their gams. Extensive fires were started. Top left, dead Japanese in a street of 
Mamla ; bottom left, one of many streets in the city set ablaze by the enemy ; above, U.S. trLLort enters Mamla. 




FALL OF COLOGNE. On 6 March the third largest city in Germany, and capital of the Rhineland, was captured 
by forces of the American First Army under General Hodges. After breaking through the strong outer defences, 
the Americans met but little opposition from the enemy garrison, and by nightfall they had reached the Rhine. 


140 




The great devastation caused by heavy Alhed bombing in the centre of Cologne is iUustrated in the photograph 
above ; this also shows how the structure of the famous cathedral remained virtuaUy intact despite its close proxi- 
mity to the battle zone. The only bridge across Rhine left standing when city was taken was the HohenzoUem Bridge. 
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March, 1945 


Prisoners in Cologne 



INSIDE CAPTURED 
COLOGNE 

The utter destruction of the great 
industrial and commercial centres 
of Cologne was a foretaste of what 
the Anglo-American armies were to 
encounter everywhere in their vic- 
torious progress through the big 
cities of central Germany. It showed 
what an important contribution had 
been made by the British and 
American air forces in shortening 
the war in Europe. Pictures on this 
page show ; left, German prisoners 
in front of Cologne Cathedral; be- 
low, a dramatic incident in a narrow 
street near the cathedral, when a 
U.S. soldier miraculously escaped 
death as his tank was blown up by 
the explosion of an enemy shell. 




ADVANCE TO THE RHINE, This map shows stages of the great drive eastwards across France, Belgium and 
Holland to the Rhine from 3 September, 1944. Six Allied armies took part in the offensive under the supreme 
command of General Eisenhower, They were the British Second Army (including the Canadians), the American 
First, Third, Seventh and Ninth Armies, and the French First Army. The only serious check to the Allies was the 
German counter-attack in the Ardennes (17-26 December) which failed. First Rhine bridgehead gained on 8 March. 
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On 8 March a bridgehead across 
t±ie Rhine was established by the 
American First Army. The cross- 
ing was made over the Luden- 
dorff railway bridge at Remagen 
between the cities of Bonn and 
Coblenz. The enemy had in- 
tended to blow up this bridge at 
four o’clock on the afternoon of 
8 March, but by about 3.45 p.m. 
an American infantry patrol raced 
across to the far bank and two 
lieutenants hastily disconnected 
the fuses and charges. Within a 
few hours Allied tanks and in- 
fantry were pouring across the 
bridge and a firm bridgehead 
had been established on the east 
bank of the Rhine. The Germans 
were taken completely by sur- 
prise through this daring exploit, 
as a result of which large num- 
bers of prisoners were captured 
and useful quantities of materials 
and supplies fell into American 
hands. Having realized his mis- 
take the enemy began shelling 
the Ludendorff Bridge in an 
attempt to destroy it. but these 
vain efforts failed to hinder the 
progress of the Allied build-up. 
On 9 March II.S, First Army head- 
quarters announced that the 
attack across the Rhine was going 
well in face of light opposition, 
and that under cover of a power- 
ful air “umbrella” strong rein- 
forcements of men and material 
were crossing the bridge. Pic- 
ture shows the Ludendorff Bridge 
tinder enemy fire at Remagen 
soon after it had been captured. 
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Low-level attack 


GEIUNIAN RMLWAYS HEAVILY BOMBED. In. the early days of March very powerful forces of British anc 
American bombers roamed over Germany causing widespread havoc to the enemy’s railways, oil storage depots 
and supply lines. Well over 1,000 aircraft were sent out each day, and their concentrated attacks with high- 







148 






Wm 






I® 




?•>' 


''it»38l 


■lil 


Mk 


A iff. 


ifK 
















RinNE TOWNS CAPTURED. On 9 March the Americans entered the ancient town of Bonn, situated on the 
Rhine south oi Cologne. The place had suffered heavy damage, though not on the scale of Cologne. Although 
the university was in ruins, the cathedral and the house where Beethoven was bom escaped with only minor 
scars. Most of the citizens remained, having lived for weeks past in cellars. The First Army also captured 
Godesberg where Mr. Chamberlain flew to meet Hitler during the Czechoslovak crisis in 1938. Meanwhile U.S. 
troops of the First and Third Armies had linked up at a place on the Rhine south of Remagen, while other Third 
Army forces fought their way towards the great city of Coblenz, at the confluence of the Rhine and Moselle Rivers. 
Coblenz was captured on II March after hard street fighting. Left, U.S. troops in ruined Bonn; above, the 
American flag unfurled over Fort Ehrenbreitstein, Coblenz. It was last flown there during the occupation after 1918. 



Bill^LE FOB IWOJIMA* On 1 6 Marcluall Japanese resistance ceased on Iwojima, the powerfully held Japanese 

basUon m the Volcano Islands. In announcing the victory Fleet»Admiral Nimitz described the four-week campaign 
as the costHest single action in^the Pacific war. The enemy had held on to this tiny island with fanatical resistance 
and the fighting was without parallel in its ferocity. The total U.S. Marine casualties were 19,938, of whom 4,189 









20 March, 1945 



Fort Dufferin surrenders 


FALL OF IMANIDALAY, ihe last Japanese stronghold in the city of Mandalay, Fort Dufferin, fell to troops of 
the 19th Indian ( Dagger ) Division at noon on 20 March. For ten days the enemy had fought bitterly to 
hold this fort, which, after resisting many attacks, was breached by “Mitchell” bombers using 2,000-lb. bombs. 
Five Burman refugees appeared with a white flag and surrendered the fort, from which the Japanese had already 
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fled. Soon afterwards tee Union Jack was hoisted over it. The fail of Mandalay, second largest city in Burma. 
ZZ w Fourteenth Army's difficult advance of 500 miles across the country. To mark the occa- 

s on H.M. the King sent a pemonal message of congratulation to Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten, Supreme Allied 
Commander, South-East Asia. This dramatic picture shows the smoke pall over Fort Dufierin after bortibing. 
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GREAT ADVANCES WEST OF RHINE. By 20 March all German resistance west of the Rhine had collapsed, 
and on that day the American Third Axmy advanced more than twenty miles to capture the ancient city of Worms. 
Troops under General Patch also overran the rich industrial area of the Saar Basin with its capital, Saarbrucken, 
while on 21 March the Seventh Army entered Ludwigshafen, a centre of the German chemical industry. Tens of 



©1 Saarbrucken 










20 March, 1945 
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thousands of prisoners surrendered to the Allies on this front, where over 5,000 square miles of Reich territory 
had been taken by the Third Army alone. The pictures at the top of these pages show homeless inhabitants of 
Saarbrucken leaving with their belongings after the city had been taken over by the American forces ; bottom 
left, U.S. troops marching in one of the city*s main streets; bottom right, searching for the last hidden snipers. 
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Mighty air blows 


22 March. 1945 . 


GERMAN SUPPLY 
TOWNS BOMBED 


On 22 March Anglo-American 
bombing of the enemy’s Rhine 
defences reached its climax 
when in a dawn to dusk assault 
over 7,300 sorties were flown. 
The scale of these air opera- 
tions was as great as in the' 
peak stages of the Normandy 
campaign, and the wholly de- 
vastating offensive in which 
many thousands of bombers 
and fighter bombers took part 
proved a decisive factor in the 
immediate success of the mili- 
tary operations which followed. 
Great loads of high-explosive 
and incendiary bombs went 
down on important targets in 
the road-rail network leading 
east from the Rhine to the North 
German plain. Enemy troop 
concentrations, advanced de- 
fence bases (all packed with 
troops and supplies), and Rhine 
crossings still in enemy hands, 
were also attacked. By night- 
fall mile after mile of German 
front-line towns and villages 
were blazing, many of them 
reduced to smoking ruins, and 
all traffic behind the enemy’s 
front on the Lower Rhine had 
been brought practically to a 
standstill. Great columns of 
refugees were seen by Allied 
airmen crowding the roads 
north of the Lower Rhine, flee- 
ing towards Munster, Osna- 
bruck and the North German 
plain. Allied aircraft met practi- 
cally no opposition from the 
Luftwaffe, for from all opera- 
tions during the day and pre- 
vious night only six machines 
were lost. Picture shows vast 
smoke clouds rising from many 
fires in Bocholt, a German ad- 
vance base heavily attacked by 
aircraft of Bomber Command. 
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BATTLE OF THE RHINE 


On 24 March, in the biggest military operations 
since D-Day, British, Canadian and American 
troops of Twenty-first Army Group crossed the 
Rhine in strength. This assault against the last 
great natural barrier in the west was under the 
overall command of Field-Marshal Montgomery. 
Under cover of the greatest smoke-screen ever 
laid down, Montgomery’s forces poured over 
the Rhine at Wesel, and by nightfall that town 
was taken and bridgeheads had been estab- 
lished. Simultaneously, the biggest airborne 
operation of the war was carried out by the 
British 6th and American 17th Airborne Divi- 
sions. Of the 8,000 prisoners captured in the 
first day by Twent^'-first Army Group, more 
than one-third were taken by airborne 
troops. By 27 March Montgomery’s men were 
about 280 miles from Berlin, while farther south 
Patton’s forces were only 240 miles from 
Marshal Koniev’s troops in Czechoslovakia. 
On the right, British troops are seen crossing 
the Rhine at dawn; bottom left, R.E.s prepare 
to ferry the Rhine ; bottom right, troops 
crossing river under cover of smoke screen. 
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LISHED. By 25 March the four separate bridgeheads across the Rhine in tli 
rged into a solid front some thirty miles wide, and strong reinforcements of 
\e river. Everywhere the airborne troops had linked up with the infantry. ] 
enemy paratroopers showed fanatical resistance, German opposition was diso: 
a left crossing the Rhine with Montgomery. Above, AlHed suppHes pour over 1 
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DEM) GERMAN TOWN. This striking picture shows the shattered remains of Wesel, the vital German strong- 
point and key defensive position on the east bank of the Rhine, after it had been taken by British Commando 
troops only four hours after they had crossed the Rhine as the spearhead of Twenty-first Army Group. Badly 
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blitzed in a series of earlier air and artillery bombardments, which immediately preceded the Rhine crossings, 
the town was virtually reduced to little more than a vast heap of rubble in a final all-out attack by the Allied 
Air Forces during the night of 23-24 March. The air blows against Wesel completely obliterated its defences: 
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Great sky army 
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invades the Reich 


March, 1945 







illRBOKNE ARMY OVER THE RHINE. In the nughty airborne operation over the Rhine more than 3,000 
transport aircraft took part. These were flown from nearly thirty bases in Britain and on the Continent and were 
well protected by strong forces of fighters. They dropped parachutists and glider-borne troops in and behind tlie 
enemy’s lines of defence east of the Rhine and ahead of the assault troops storming across the river. On the 
left-hand page some of the gliders are seen over Germany ; above, parachutes fih the sky as airborne men descend. 
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SUCCESS OF AIRBORNE ACTION. That the lessons of the gallant failure at Arnhem had been well learnt 
was shown in the conspicuous success that was achieved in the airborne crossing of the Rhine. The operation 
had been brilliantly timed and planned to the last detail and in spite of the considerable risks involved, everything 
went according to schedule. Within half an hour of landing the British airborne men had seized their main 
objectives, captured large numbers of prisoners, and gained control of six bridges over the Ijssel, beyond the 
Rhine. Equal successes attended the Americans, and losses were slight. Left, a paratrooper helps wounded 
comrade during the fighting for a vital objective; the photographs above show the airborne troops inaction. 
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ENID OF GEKJVIJIN V-2 ATTiLCKS. The last tocket-bomb fell at Orpington, Kent, on 27 March, after attacks 
on Southern England had lasted over six months. In all, 1,050 rockets feU here, killing 2,754 persons and seriously 
injuring 6,523. The picture shows one of the last and worst incidents at Smithfield Market, London, where 110 
people were killed and 123 seriously injured when pavements and market stalls were crowded with shoppers. 
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CANitDIANS RDVRNCE INTO GERMANY. On 30 March the frontier town of Emmerich, on the Dutch-German 
border, fell to Canadian troops of Twenty-first Army Group after very fierce fighting with German parachute 
regiments. Bocholt, with huge marshalling yards and textile factories, was also captured. The enemy was fighting 
desperately to keep open supply lines from Hollaiid, Above, Canadian tanks in a wrecked village of Germany, 
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GERMAN INDUSTRIAL CITIES FALL. By 29 March the Allies were driving deep into the heart of industrial 
Germany and cities which had built and nourished the Nazi war machine fell in rapid succession. Mannheim, 
which had some of the largest engineering plants in the Reich, surrendered to the U.S. Seventh Army on 29 
March. Next day the Allies captured Frankfurt-on-Main, where hardly a house remained, and Duisburg, '^gest 
inland port in the world. Above, carrying water in devastated Mannheim ; opposite, in captured Duisburg. 












towards Danzig 



captursd by the Russians included.^ 140 tanks and self-propelled gruns, 358 field g'uns, 84 aircraft, 306 railway 
locomotives, over 150 ships of various tonnages and 45 U-boats. Polish troops under General Poplavsky took a 
prominent part with the Russians in the city s capture. Above, Red Army mechanized units advancing on Danzig. 
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Scenes in some 



JUjIjIES CJLPTXJRE more german towns. The American Seventh Army made rapid progress following their 
breakthrough on the Middle Rhine and by 1 April they were in complete occupation of the ancient city of-Heidel- 
berg. This fell into American hands intact and virtually xmdamaged, its famous universityj which is the oldest in 
Germany, being spared any destruction. Farther north, on the First Army front, there was very heavy street fighting 
for the industrial city of Kassel, the ruins of which were formally surrendered by the German commandant on 
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4 April. Kassel was a most important centre of German war production, and here was situated the great Henschel 
locomotive works, one of the largest in. the Reich, which had also turned out quantities of Tiger and Panther 
tanks. This and other large factories had been wrecked by many Allied bombing raids in the previous months. 
Top left, snipers rounded up in Heidelberg; bottom left, Germans survey devastation in Bettenhausen, a suburb 
of Kassel; top right, civilians in a burning street; Allied infantrymen scouting for snipers in Zweibrucken. 



WEHRMACHT IN DEFEAT. By 2 April troops rmder General Dempsey were racing across North-West 
Germany 100 miles from the Rhine. Farther south the Americajjs captured Paderborn and cut off the mdustnal 
Ruhr with some 100,000 German troops in the net. Everywhere the speed and weight of the AUied onslaught 
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GERMAN RAIL CENTRE CAPTURED. When Allied troops entered Hamm, in the northern Ruhr, on 3 April, 
they saw for themselves the highly satisfactory results of concentrated bombing. Nearly a hundred single raids 
were made on the famous railway marshalling yards during the war, and thousands of forced labourers, mainly 
from occupied countries, were employed on constant repair work. Some of the devastation in the Hamm yards 
is pictured on the opposite page. Above, the aftermath of heavy bombing attacks in a large Ruhr factory. 
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CilNADIiiNS ADVANCE IN HOLLAND. After the Canadian First Army had crossed, the German-Dutch frontier 
they made steady progress northwards across Holland towards the Zuider Zee, despite stiffening opposition 
from the large number of enemy troops there. On 7 April the ancient town of Zutphen on the Ijssel River, 
where Sir Philip Sidney died in 1586, was captured, together with many of the surrounding V-bomb bases. The 
pictures show : top left, wreckage in a main street of Zutphen and Dutch flags flying from houses in the background 
bottom left, launching ramp of a flying bomb site overrun near Zutphen ; above, searching for snipers in a village. 
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On 9 April the Eighth Army launched 
a powerful assault against the 
enemy’s defences on the Senio 
River.- Flame-throwers played a 
big part in the initial attack which 
was preceded by a tremendous 
artillery barrage. By midday on 10 
April over 1,200 prisoners had been 
taken and the advance was going 
well. Great support was given by 
the air forces which dropped some 
350,000 fragmentation bombs on 
German troops and fortifications. It 
was reported that Italian forces were 
taking part in the offensive. Fierce 
fighting continued for several days, 
though excellent progress was made 
by both Eighth and Fifth Armies in 
the face of strong opposition. By 
22 April the enemy was fast retreat- 
ing to the Po River. Right, Allied 
flame-throwers in action ; below, the 
infantry following up ; opposite 
page, an Allied convoy of jeeps 
moving up through a ruined village. 
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Civilians and prisoners 
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in captured cities 


10 April, 1945 



HANOVER FALLS TO AMERICANS. Continuing their swift advance north-east from Hamm the U.S. Ninth Army 
occupied the two great cities of Hanover and Essen on 10 April. In Hanover, contrary, to the practice in nearly 
all German towns and villages overrun hy the Allies, not a single white flag was shown, following a warning by 
the local Gauleiter that any one doing so would be shot immediately. Nevertheless, thousands of citizens lined 
the streets to watch the battle raging through the city. Top left, German civilians looting in Hanover soon after it 
fell to Alhed troops ; bottom left, wrecked rail-yards at Hanover ; above, German prisoners being marched away. 
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BEYOND THE BHXNE. Following’ tli6 crossing's of tli© RKin© in, March, Anglo-American mechanised, columns 
fanned out widely across north-west and central Germany, meeting very little opposition from the rapidly crumbling 
Wehrmacht. One great city after another fell to the victorious Allies,- while some 100,000 enemy troops were 
sealed off in the Ruhr pocket. The map above shows the sweeping movement towards the centre of the Reich and 
the Czechoslovak border, and the British advance in the north to cut off Holland. It also shows positions reached 
by the Western Allies and the Red Army on 15 April. Right, British armoured cars advance to the River Elbe. 

















NilZI CRUELTY EXPOSED TO THDE WORLD. As the Allies advanced deeper -into the Reich they overran 
some of the worst of the infamous Nasi concentration camps at Dachau, Belsen, Buchenwald, Nordhausen, Ohrdruf 
and elsewhere. All these camps revealed horrors and bestial cruelty on a scale that far exceeded those found 
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in the former Nazi-occupied countries. In each one thousands of men, women and children, chiefly Jewish, and 
from almost every part of Europe, had been systematically starved, tortured and murdered by brutal S.S. guards. 
The picture on these pages shows a communal grave into which the dead and dying were thrown by the Nazis. 
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The indescribaDle scenes of norror, 
mass cruelty and degradation re- 
vealed in the huge concentration 
camp at Belsen shocked the civil- 
ized v/orld. When the camp was 
overrun by the British Second Army 
more than 60,000 civilians, mostly 
suffering from typhus and other 
dreaded diseases, were herded 
together there. Hundreds were 
dying every day in the appallingly 
overcrowded huts, and many of the 
living, mere skeletons of skin and 
bone, were too v/eak to be removed. 
Many of the inmates had been dis- 
figured for life by continuous beat- 
ings and prolonged suffering. Left, 
Josef Kramer (the “Beast of Belsen”), 
the camp commander under British 
guard; below, German women view 
atrocities ; opposite page, bodies of 
children starved to death at Belsen. 






Americans take Leipzig 


April, 1945 



FALL OF 
LEIPZIG 

On 19 April the American 
First Army captured Leipzig, 
fifth largest city of Germany 
and capital of Saxony. Around 
the railway station and on the 
city outskirts fanatical S.S. 
troops resisted up to the last 
until they were forced into 
surrender by heavy artillery 
fire at point-blank range. 
Thousands of British, Ameri- 
can and Russian prisoners of 
war were liberated from 
camps in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood. After the German 
garrison at Leipzig had finally 
surrendered, looting by civil- 
ians broke out in the city and 
the picture, left, shows a raid 
on a train in the station. 
Above, U.S. troops entering 
a blazing suburb of the city. 
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illiLIES CiSPTITRE MUNICH. In the last days of April the American Seventh Army under General Patch cleared 
large areas of Southern Germany and their armoured columns drove on into the passes of the Austrian Alps. 
Most important of the towns captured was Munich, capital of Bavaria, and cradle of the Nazi movement. Most of 
the enemy garrison had withdrawn when the Americans arrived, leaving only snipers to be dealt with. Top, 
U.S. troops pass the famous beer cellar where Hitler held the first Nazi meetings ; below, Americans occupy city. 

199 


StJRRElSri>ER OE 
2<rtJRElVIBERC3 


Oan. tiao of 20 Ajparil, a.s 

Ixrijncijro oLs of -A.xno3ricrax^ ta.n.lcs aroU oci 
ixxto tlno looxni?-sixa.ttoxo<3. oitry, sJl 
^n.^xTL-y' xosistaxioe coa.sec3. ixt ISTixirexrt- 
jb>e:X^. Tiro siaxrenciox of ttiis g-xoa.t 
oitry, orto of tixo olciost irt Ooxrrtaxxy, 
-was a. i:>ittox !h>low to tiro ISTaj^is ina.s— 
rrtxioln. a.s it Inaci Idooxl tirtoix otLiof 
slixrirLo ovox sinoo tirte-y oaxn.o to 
p^ov^^ex, All tlTLo g-xoa.t x^axrty xaliios 
tia-oL Ido on. Ixolcf in ttio -va-st staciLnm 
wliiciT. Inad l:>eton t>ijxilt for 

ttio p>-LLrp>oso, wlillo tlTLo oity’s olxiof 
scgnaro was ap»p>rop>ri.atoly namoci 
tlio AdLolf ffitlox Plate- Tlnat scpnaro, 
lilco many othor p>arts of ]Nr-u.roxnl:>orQ-, 
sirffoxoci xrmoln cfostmotion not 
onJLy from Alliod l::>omJ::>irL^, t>nt from 
tioayy artillory sltollixtg- mado nooos- 
sary i^y tKo last doQ-^oca. rosistaxico 
p>-u.t \iE> l:>y p>iol?:o<3. S.S. dofortcior s - 
JOxnring' Utlo war ISTioroml^orQ- tiaci 
loo on a t>ijLsy contro of p>rociiicrtion 
for tlxo Oorman war maclrLino. Ixa-vrlnQ- 
many lar^o ongirtaoringr and olao— 
tricral indiistrios -wlnioln. tnmod ont 
taxxks, motor voftiolos, airoraft p>arts, 
olootrioai and so on- 

Most of tlnoso faotorios Irad l=>oon 
dostroyod or fc>adly damag-od. i^y tKo 
offootivo day and niglrtt attaolcs oar— 
riod OTJLt l:>y tlxo Anglo-Amorioan air 
foroas dxxring tlio p^xoooding monttLS- 
On 21 Ap>ril at>ont 14,000 p»risonors 
of wrar, of wliom noarly 1,000 waro 
EritLslx, woro lilDoratod in tlao ISTurom— 
feorg aroa- Amorioan tanJcs are seen 
inere p>rogressing at slow i:>aoe 
a:mong ttie rTrl3l>le fLeajps tlxat were 
onoe tine streets of X^inremlaerg- 








WESTERN ALLIES LINK UP WITH RUSSIANS. On the afternoon of 25 April the first contact between the 
Americans and Russians was made at Torgau, on the River Elbe, about 100 miles from Berlin. To mark this historic 
meeting between the American First Army and the 58th Guards Division of the Red Army three simultaneous 
announcements were made from London, Washington and Moscow, and in the Russian capital a salute from 324 
guns was fired. Above, U.S. and Russian units meet; left, a Soviet officer greeting Field-Marshal Montgomery. 
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at San Francisco 


SAN FRANCISCO 
CONFERENCE 


Un April an historic comer ence, attended by repre- 
sentatives from all the United Nations, opened in the 
Opera House at San Francisco, Caiifomia. The object 
of this great meeting was to lay the foundations of a 
new World Security Organization to ensure the future 
peace of mankind. The chief delegates of the leading 
powers at the conference were Ivlr. Anthony Eden, 
Mr. Attlee and ^Lord Halifas (Great Britain) ; Mr. 
Stettinius and Mr. Cordell Hull (U.S.A.); M. Molotov 
(Soviet Union); Dr. T. V. Soong and Dr. Wellington 
Koo (China''; and M. Georges Bidault (France). After 
Mr. Stettinius had welcomed the delegates from forty- 
sis nations to San Francisco on behalf of the United 
States, the conference v/as ceremonially opened with 
a broadcast speech from Washington by President 
Truman who declared that this was the most important 
conference in history. Exactly two months later the 
peace charter w’as signed and the picture, left, shows 
the delegates applauding the announcement by Lord 
Halifax. Bottom left, Mr. Eden, Mr. Stettinius, M. 
Molotov and Dr. Soong; below, President Truman 
addressing the final session of the conference. 




GREAT GERMAN PORT CAPTURED. After two days and nights of fierce street fighting the great port of 
Bremen was captured by British troops on 26 April. Much of the city was laid in ruins through the German 
commander's decision to hold Bremen to the last, tor his failure to surrender quickly brought the full weight of 
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the Allied bombing forces, together with intensive artillery shelling into the attack. Scottish troops of the 52nd 
(Lowland) Division with battalions of the Manchester Regiment, burned their way through enemy strong-points 
in the city before it fell. Here is a scene at the British victory parade in Bremerhaven, outer suburb of Bremen. 
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April 1945 Flame-throwing tanks in 



HEAVY FIGHTING IN OKINAWA CAMPAIGN. Throughout April there was heavy and continuous fighting, 
on the small Pacific island of Okinawa, an important air base only 325 miles from the mainland of Japan. The 
American landing on the island earlier in the month was the largest of the Pacific War to date. The conquest of 
this vital strip of land was no easy task for the men of the U.S. Tenth Army. Above, an American flame-throwing 
tank lays a barrage of fire on a hiHside ; top right, flame-throwers in action ; below, tanks and infantry advancing. 
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FIGHTING ENDS 
IN ITALY 

The unconditional surrender of 
nearly one million German troops 
fighting in Italy was signed at 
Caserta on 29 April after the Eighth 
and Fifth Armies had completed 
their swift advance across the hTorth 
Italian plain. The instrument ol 
surrender was signed by two Ger- 
man plenipotentiaries in civilian 
attire and Lieutenant-General W. D. 
Morgan, Chief of Staff at -Allied Force 
Headquarters. In a message to his 
victorious troops on 2 May Field- 
Marshal Alexander declared : “After 
nearly two years of hard and con- 
tinuous fighting you stand today as 
victors in the Italian campaign. You 
may well be proud of this great 
campaign which will long live in 
history as one of the greatest and 
most successful ever waged." 
Above, the surrender ceremony; 
left, Field-Marshal Alexander greets 
General Mark Clark in North Italy. 
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2 May. Iy 4 b 


RED ARMY IN BERLIN 

On 2 May Berlin was occupied by Russian . 
troops under Marshals Zhukov and Koniev 
after seventeen days of fierce fighting. In the 
afternoon the city’s garrison, with General 
Weilding and his staff at their head, laid down 
their arms and by evening over 70,000 
prisoners had been taken in the German 
capital. The battle for Berlin, which Hitler 
once boasted would never capitulate, was 
extremely bitter with house-to-house fighting 
in every street. For several days before the 
end came many parts of the city were ablaze. 
Every cellar and air raid shelter was con- 
verted into a strong-point, and there was 
fighting even in the tunnels of the under- 
ground railway and the sewers. Most of the 
city was in ruins. Right, Russian tanks 
advancing in Berlin ; bottom left, aftermath of 
a street battle ; bohom right, German troops 
leaving the ruined capital as prisoners. 
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END OF BXJRMil CilMPAIGN. On 3 May British and Indian troops liberated the great port of Rangoon, capital 
of Burtna, just over three years since it fell to the Japanese in March, 1942. The recapture of this city, which 
virtually ended the long and difficult campaign in Burma, trapped all the Japanese troops to the west of the 
Irrawaddy, while those to the east of the river were left to fight their way into Siam over wild jung.e country. 
The speed of landing operations at Rangoon brought about the city’s liberation just ten days before the mo^oon 
broke, and so hastened the disintegration of the remaining Japanese forces in the country.^ Durmg the Buj^ 
campaign British, Indian and African troops covered over 1,000 miles of the worst country m the world, un er 
the worst climate and conditions, killing 97,000 Japanese and wounding 250,000 of the enemy. Above, a 2^^under 
gun is taken ashore at Rangoon; top left, British mopping-up in Pegu; bottom left, Jap prisoner led away. 







GERMANS SIGN UNCONBITIONAL SURRENDER. On 4 May Field-Marshal Montgomery received a dele- 
gation of German officers who agreed to the unconditional surrender of the German forces in North-West Germany, 
Holland and Denmark. Early on T May the terms were signed at General Eisenhower’s headquarters at Rheims. 
General Jodi signed on behalf of the German High Command, while Generals Bedell Smith, Francois Sevez and 
Susloparov signed for the Allies. On 9 May terms of imconditional surrender were also signed in Berlin, where 
Field-Marshal Keitel was the chief German delegate and the Allied representatives were led by Air Chief Marshal 
Tedder, General Spaatz, General de Lattre de Tassigny and Marshal Zhukov. Pictures taken at these historic 
meetings show: above, German delegates at Field-Marshal Montgomery’s headquarters; top right, ceremony 
at Rheims; below, Field-Marshal Wilhelm Keitel signs the ratified terms of unconditional surrender in Berlin. 
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TOTAL DEFEAT OF 
GERMANY 

MAY, 1943 

The tremendous achievements of Allied 
arms m the last eight mcn.ths of the war 
against Nani Germany can be appreci- 
ated from this map of ail the fronts in 
Europe, specially drawn by S. J. 
Turner, F.R.G.S. In September, 1944, 
when the sixth year of the war opened, 
the Western Allies were still nghdiig 
in France and Belgium, although at 
many points they had the enemy on the 
run. Nevertheless, the frontiers of the 
Reich itself had yet to be penetrated 
and the liberation of Holland was still 
many months avray. In the East, the 
Red Army had hnaliy driven the enemy 
from all Soviet territory, but nearly 
400 miles still lay betv/een them and 
Berlin. In Italy, the Fifth and Eighth 
Armies were beginning their success- 
ful attack against the German-held 
Gothic Line in the Northern Apennines. 
The winter months of 1944-1945 saw 
hard fighting on all fronts. In the West 
there was the large-scale German 
counter-attack in the Ardennes, south 
of Liege, while in the East there was 
determined enemy resistance to be 
overcome in East Prussia, aroimd 
Budapest and elsewhere. By the spring, 
however, the hard crust of the German 
outer defences had been broken and 
the total defeat of Hitler's armies had 
become a certainty. Once the power- 
ful Anglo-American armies had crossed 
the Rhine, they swept into the heart of 
the Reich, occupying the great towns 
and cities of Western Germany with 
hardly a struggle. Meanwhile, the 
Russians crushed all resistance in East 
Prussia, smashed their way into Berlin, 
and drove up the Danube valley to 
Vienna. The first German armies to lay 
down their arms were those in Italy, 
where surrender was completed on 
2 May ; last to surrender were the 
German forces in Norway (about 
400,000 men) on 8 May, After that date 
only a few scattered bands of Nazis 
remained to be rounded up. These, 
together with fugitive German leaders 
and war criminals, were found chiefly 
in the mountainous regions of Atistria. 
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8 May. 1945 


VICTORY IN EUROPE 

On 8 rvlay tine Pirirao rv^Einister, IVIn. 'W'inston Otnoxclnill, lonoacicas'^ 
a victory message to millions of listeners in Oreat Britain and. 
tb.rou.gii.oiit the British Oommonwealtb- He said: “Yesterday 
morning at 2.41 a.m. at Headquarters, Oeneral Jodi, tbe 
representative of tbe Oerman High Command, and of Orand 
Admiral Donits, tbe designated bead of tbe Cerxnan State, 
signed tbe pact of unconditional surrender of all German land, 
sea and air forces in Euro;^e to tbe Allied editionary Force, 

and simultaneously to tbe Russian Higb Oommand- General 
Bedell Smitb, Cbief of Staff of tbe Allied E 25 p) editionary Force, 
and General Francois Sevez signed tbe document on bebaii 
of tbe Supreme Gommander of tbe Allied Expeditionary Force, 
and General Susloparov signed on bebalf of tbe Russian Higb 
Command- Today tbis agreement will h>e ratified in Berlin, 
wbere Air Cbief iVEarsbal Tedder, Deputy Supreme Com- 
mander of tbe Allied Expeditionary Force, and General de 
Lrattre de Tassigny will sign on bebalf of General Eisenbower. 
Marsbal Zbtrkov will sign on bebalf of tbe Soviet Higb Gom- 
mand- Tbe German representative wili be Field-Ivlarsbal 
Keitel, Cbief of tbe Higb Command, and tbe Command.ers-in~ 
Cbief of tbe German Army, Havy and Air Forces. Hostilities 
will end officially at one minute after midnight tonight (Tues- 
day), but in tbe interest of saving lives tbe ‘ Cease Fire’ began 
yesterday to be sounded all along tbe front, and our dear 
Channel Islands are also to be freed today. . - . Today, per- 
haps, we shall tbink mostly of ourselves- Tomorrow we shall 
pay a particular tribute to our Rtrssian comrades whose px'owess 
in tbe field , has been one of tbe grand contributions to tbe 
general victory- Tbe German war is therefore at an end. 
After years of preparation, Germany burled herself upon 
Poland - - - and in pursuance of our guarantee to Poland, and 
in agreement with tbe French Republic, Great Britain, tbe 
British Empire and Commonwealth of RTations, declared war 
upon tbis foul aggression- After gallant France bad been 
struck: down, we, from tbis island and our united Empire, 
maintained tbe struggle single-handed for a whole year until 
we were joined by tbe mibtary might of Soviet Russia and later 
by tbe overwhelming power and resources of tbe United 
States of America- Finally, almost tbe whole world was com- 
bined against tbe evil-doers who are now prostrate before us. 
Our gratitude to our splendid allies goes forth from all oixr 
hearts in tbis island and throughout tbe British Empire. W'e 
may allow ourselves a brief period of rejoicing, but let us not 
forget for a moment the toil and efforts that lie ahead. Japan, 
with all her treachery and greed, remains unsubdued- Tbe 
injury she has inflicted on Great Britain, tbe United States, and 
other countries, and her detestable cruelties call for justice 
and retribution- We^ must now devote all our strength and 
resources to tbe completion of our task, both at home and 
abroad. Advance, Britannia! bong live the cause of Freedom! 

God save the King!” 
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VE-DilY CELEBRilTIONS IN LONDON, Soon after the Prime Minister had broadcast the official declaration 
of peace in Europe, there were remarkable scenes in the towns and cities all over Great Britain and in Northern 
Ireland. Everywhere the people demonstrated their glad feelings that the fighting on the Continent was at last 
over and that air raids and blackouts were things of the past. The biggest and most enthusiastic crowds of all 
were witnessed in London, and these began to gather in the main streets and squares some hours before Mr. 
Churchill made his broadcast speech. The two main centres to which the vast crowds flocked on VE-Day were 
Buckingham Palace and Parliament Square, at the foot of Whitehall. By early afternoon the dense masses of people 
assembled in the square around the Victoria Memorial facing the forecourt of the Palace numbered several 
thousands, and thousands more had arrived there before dusk. Soon after three o'clock the King and Queen 
iriade their first appearance on the balcony, where, with Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret Rose, they 
received tumultuous cheers from the crowds below. Later in the afternoon the Royal Family was joined on the 
balcony by the Prime Minister, and the roar of welcome was kept up for more than five minutes. In Parliament 
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Square and Whitehall the crowds stretched right across the roadways and they gave a tremendous ovation to 
Mr. Churchill when he appeared with other members of the War Cabinet on the balcony of the Ministry of Health. 
Speaking to the great crowd from the balcony the Prime Minister said: “This is your victory. It is the victory of 
the cause of freedom in every land. In all our long history we have never seen a greater day than this.” Some 
of the interesting VE-Day scenes in London are pictured on these pages : top left, the King and Queen and the 
two Princesses, with the Prime Minister, acknowledge the loyal demonstration of the crowds in front of Buckingham 
Palace ; bottom left, Mr. Churchill and Members of Parliament leave the House of Commons for Service of Thanks- 
giving at St. Margaret’s, Westminster; top right, members of the War Cabinet on the Ministry of Health balcony 
(1. to r.), Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, Mr. Ernest Bevin, Mr. Churchill, Sir John Anderson, Lord Woolton and Mr. Herbert 
Morrison ; bottom right, H.M. the King with his Ministers and Service Chiefs, front row (1. to r.), Mr. Churchill, 
H.M, the King, Mr. Bevin, Sir John Anderson; (centre row) Sir A. Sinclair, Lord Woolton, Mr. Lyttelton, Mr. 
Morrison, Sir Alan Brooke ; (back row) Sir Edward Bridges, General Ismay, Sir Charles Portal, Sir A. Cunningham. 
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REJOICING AND THANKSGIVING. On 9 May, which was also a public holiday throughout Great Britain, 
the Uvely scenes of the previous day were repeated. Again, London’s PiccadiUy Circus seemed to be the centre 
of the revels by night as well as day. Every city, however, had its bonfires and fireworks after dark and pubHc 
buildings were floodlit. Top left, girls and soldiers in Piccadilly Circus; bottom left, tightly packed crowds 
before flooait Buckingham Palace ; above, Royal Procession leaves St.Paul’s Cathedral after ThanksgivingService. 
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VE-DAY IN PARIS A.ND NEW YORK. The news of Germany’s defeat was acclaimed by millions of people 
throughout the world. In Paris, where sirens and artillery salvos heralded Europe’s return to peace, vast crowds 
congregated in the city’s squares and boulevards and around the Arc de Triomphe (pictures on opposite page). 
On the other side of the Atlantic New Yorkers went wild with joy, and there were public rejoicings and thanks- 
giving services in towns and cities all over the United States of America, Above, YE-Day in Wall Street, Mew York. 






PEACE RETURNS 
TO EUROPE 

In the various countries of Europe 
which had suffered years of German 
occupation and terror, the day of 
final victory brought a feeling of 
relief as well as gladness. In Bel- 
gium, Holland. Denmark and Nor- 
way, civilians old and young 
thronged the streets of the great 
cities, the towns and villages to give 
expression to their feelings now that 
their regained freedom was firmly 
established. Everywhere there 
were special greetings for the 
British and American soldiers, sail- 
ors and airmen who had played so 
great a part in the liberation of 
Europe. Top left, crowds gather 
around U.S. vehicles in Brussels ; 
bottom left, people running down a 
street in Rotterdam to meet Canadian 
food lorries on VE-Day; above, 
celebrations in Denmark ; left, Nor- 
wegian nurses greet British para- 
troopers after their arrival in Oslo. 
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RUSSIA CELEBRATES PEACE. Throughout the Soviet Union victory over Germany was celebrated on 9 May 
after an early morning broadcast by Marshal Stalin. In Moscow tens of thousands of people gathered to sing and 
dance in Red Square and other public places, while victory demonstrations were staged outside the Allied 
embassies. Top, a British soldier being tossed by the crowds in Moscow ; below, Red Army parade in Leningrad. 
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LIBERATION OF PRAGUE 


Russian tanks. The long-siiffering citizens lined the streets and threw flowers at the soldiers as they passed. Some 
American troops who entered the city from the west also received a warm welcome. Top, Czechoslovak girls in 
national costume cheer their liberators ; below, Dr. Benes, President of Czechoslovakia, welcomed back to Prague. 
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10 May, 1945 

GERMAN U-BOATS 
SURRENDER 

The first German submarine to surrender to 
the Royal Navy, XJ.249, was brought into 
Portland Harbour, in Weymouth Bay, on 10 
May after having been escorted up the 
English Channel by British naval units. This 
submarine, which had surfaced some fifty 
miles off the coast of Cornwall, had five 
German officers and forty-three naval ratings 
on board. During the rest of the month air- 
craft of Coastal Command carried out the 
greatest anti-submarine patrol of the war in 
order to round up some seventy U-boats 
which were known to be roaming the seas 
at the time of the German surrender. Both 
the Royal Navy and the U.S. Navy joined in 
the search, and several U-boats were caught 
in distant parts of the Atlantic. Right, a U-boat 
lying off Westminster Pier, London; bottom 
left, German submarine surrenders to the 
U.S. Navy ; bottom right, crew of the captured 
U.249 board a British ship at Portland Harbour. 
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Leading Nazis under 
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May, 1945 


Vidkun Quisling and 
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William Joyce under arrest 
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TRAITORS IN CAPTIVITY. On 29 May William Joyce, known to the British public as “Lord Haw-Haw,” was 
™ptoJed by troS of toe Second Army on toe Danish-German frontier near Flensburg. When queshoned he 
mlde a movement with his right hand as if to draw a gun, and was promptly shot m toe thigh. 1°^® 
taken to Luneburg where toe bullet was extracted, and about a fortnight later was flown to England to stm 
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JiiP SUICIDE BOMBERS HIT U.S. CARRIER. During the last months of the Far East war, Japanese suicide 
aircraft continued their desperate attacks on Allied shipping in a final bid to upset General MacArthur’s invasion 
plans. Pictured here is the blazing aircraft carrier “Bunker Hill” (27,000 tons) after she had been hit with 550“lb. 
bombs by three enemy dive bombers. The aircraft crashed on to the carrier's decks turning them into a 
blazing inferno and killing 392 officers and men. Eventually the fires were put out and the ship crossed the Pacific. 





LANDINGS ON 
BORNEO 


On 10 June troops of the Australian 
9th Division went ashore in British 
North Borneo with very strong naval 
^ and air support. The landings were 
made without the loss of a man and 
against only scattered resistance. 
^ The important town and oil centre 
of Brunei was captured three days 
later and the Australians advanced 
rapidly along the coast towards the 
big Miri oilfields in Sarawak. A 
week later Australian forces made 
unopposed landings in Sarawak and 
took control of important oil regions 
which had been used by che Japs 
^1 for over three years. Left, Japanese 
prisoners; above, Australians go 
^ ashore at Balikpapan, Smoke is seen 
' pouring from the burning oil wells. 












BRITISH TROOPS 
IN BERLIN 

On 4 July tlie Britisli 7tb. Armoured Division (1±ie famous 
“Desert Rats”) witii loattalions of tlie Orenadier Guards 
and otlier regriments entered Berlin under command of 
Major-General L. O- Lyne to take over tlie occupation 
of the British zone- The Americans also occupied their 
own zone of the city following the inter- Allied decision 
that Greater Berlin should he garrisoned jointly hy the 
Allies and not exclusively hy the Russians, as hitherto. 
Later in the month Mr. Churchill visited Berlin and 
watched the great British victory parade staged in the 
city. Many regiments of the Army, as well as the hTavy 
and R-A.F., took part in the proceedings, and the 
impressive parade of tanks along the Charlottenhurger 
Chaussee is shown on these pages, Ahove, Grenadier 
Guards pass the saluting Base where IVIr. Churchill is 
seen taking the salute. Standing beside him on the 
platform are Field-Marshal Montgomery, Mr. Attlee, 
and Mr- Eden, together with military representatives 
from the United States, the Soviet Union and France. 






PETiilN ON TRIM.. On 23 July the eighty-nine-year-old Marshal of France, Philippe Petain, head of the former 
Vichy Government, appeared at the Palais de Justice in Paris on a charge of treason. During the three-week 
trial Lidence for the prosecution was given by famous French political leaders, including two former premiers, 
M. Daladier and M. Reynaud, The traitor Pierre Laval appeared for the defence and is seen above giving evi- 
dence while Petain listens. Petain was sentenced to death, but the death penalty was commuted by General de 
Gaulle to imprisonment for life. Top right, Petain in court; bottom right, listemng to the evidence of M. Reynaud. 
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26 July, 1945 


Britain elects new 
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Socialist Government 




LABOUR WINS POWER 
IN BRITAIN 

The result of Britain’s general election, the 
first for ten years, was declared on 26 July, 
three weeks after polling day. For the first 
time in the history ox the country the Socialist 
Party was returned to power with a large 
working majority, gaining nearly 400 seats 
in the House of Commons. Mr. Churchill, 
therefore, resigned the Premiership, and his 
place was taken by Mr. Attlee. Here is the 
new Labour Government photographed in 
the garden of No. 10 Downing Street, London. 
Back row (left to right) : Mr. William Whiteley ; 
Sir E. Bridges, Chief Whip ; Sir F. Soskice, 
Solicitor-General; Mr. J. B. Hynd, Chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancaster ; the Earl of Listowei, 
Postmaster-General; Mr. E. J. Williams, 
Minister of Information; Mr. Lewis Silkin, 
Minister of Town and Country Planning ; Mr. 
James Griffiths, Minister of National Insurance ; 
Lord Winster, Minister of Civil Aviation ; Mr. 
P. }. Noel-Baker, Minister of State ; Mr. Wilfred 
Paling, Minister of Pensions ; Sir Hartley 
Shawcross, Attorney-General; and Mr. Nor- 
man Brook. Centre row (left to right); Sir 
Ben Smith, Minister of Food ; Mr. John Wilmot, 
Minister of Supply; Mr. Aneurin Bevan, 
Minister of Health ; Mr. George Isaacs, 
Minister of Labour ; Viscount Stansgate, 
Secretary of State for Air; Mr. G. Hall, 
Secretary for the Colonies; Lord Pethick- 
Lawrence, Secretary for India; Mr. J. Lawson, 
Secretary of State for War; Mr. J. Westwood, 
Secretary of State for Scotland ; Mr. Emanuel 
Shinwell, Minister of Fuel and Power; Mr. T. 
Williams, Minister of Agriculture; Mr. G. 
To.mlinson, Minister of Works; Sir Alfred 
Barnes, Minister of Transport. Front row (left 
to right) : Viscount Addison, Secretary for the 
Dominions; Lord Jowitt, Lord Chancellor; 
Sir Stafford Cripps, President of the Board of 
Trade ; Mr. A. Greenwood, Lord Privy Seal ; 
Mr. Ernest Bevin, Foreign Secretary; Mr. 
C. R. Attlee, Prime Minister; Mr. Herbert 
Morrison, Lord President of the Council; 
Mr. Hugh Dalton, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer; Mr. A, V. Alexander, First Lord of 
the - Admiralty ; Mr. Chuter Ede, Home 
Secretary; Miss Ellen Wilkinson, Education. 
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leaders in Potsdam talks 


July— August, 1945 



POTSBilM CONFERENCE. On 17 July the historic Three-Power Conference opened at the Cecilienhof 
Palace at Potsdam, outside Berlin, with Mr. Churchill, President Truman and Marshal Stalin heading the respec- 
tive delegations. On 26 July a proclamation was issued to the Japanese people and signed by Mr. Churchill 
and President Truman, and approved by radio by Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. This offered Japan the choice 
of unconditional surrender or annihilation, and stated plainly the terms on which surrender would be accepted. 
As a result of the victory of^the Labour Party in the British General Election, declared on 26 July, Mr. Churchill’s 
place at Potsdam was taken by Mr. Attlee, the new Prime Minister, who had participated in the Conference from 
the beginning. Mr. Ernest Bevin, who succeeded Mr. Eden as Foreign Secretary, flew to Berlin with Mr. Attlee 
on 28 July. Early on 2 August the Potsdam Conference ended, and a long communique on the decisions taken 
there was issued simultaneously in London, Washington and Moscow. On the Allied attitude to Germany it 
was declared that “German militarism and Nazism wiU be extirpated and the Allies will take in agreement 
together, now and in the future, the other measures necessary to assure that Germany will never again threaten 
her neighbours or the peace of the world.” Principles were established by the Three Powers governing the 
treatment of Germany during the initial period of Allied control, and the Potsdam declaration insisted on “the 
complete disarmament and demilitarization of Germany and the elimination or control of all German industry 
that could be used for military production.” On the question of reparations : “that Germany be compelled to 
compensate to the greatest possible extent for the loss and suffering she has caused to the United Nations, and 
for which the German people cannot escape responsibility.” It was also agreed at Potsdam that all the war 
criminals were to be brought to swift and sure justice. On the left the Conference is seen in session with Mr. 
Churchill, Mr. Eden, Mr. Attlee, President Truman and Marshal Stalin seated around the table. Above, Mr, 
Attlee, President Truman, Marshal Stalin with Admiral Leahy, Mr. Ernest Bevin, Mr. J. Byrnes and M. Molotov. 
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THE KING MEETS PRESIDENT TRUMAN. On his way home from the Potsdam Conference, President Truman 
broke his journey at Plymouth to exchange greetings with H.M. the King. This historic meeting took place on 
board the British battle-cruiser H.M.S. “Renown,” anchored in Plymouth Sound about a mile from the American 
cruiser “Augusta” which was to take the President back to the United States, Just after midday the President left 
the “Augusta” to go aboard the “Renown” where, as pictured above, he was met at the head of the gangway 
by the King and entertained to luncheon. After lunch President Truman inspected a guard of honour of Royal 
Marines on board the battle-cruiser, . and later His Majesty paid a short visit to the President on board the 
“Augusta” before the cruiser left for America. As the U.S. ship passed the “Renown” the King stood at the salute. 
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ATOM BOMBS 
HIT JAPAN 

In the late evening of 6 August the 
following dramatic announcement 
was made by President Truman: 
“Sixteen hours ago an American 
aeroplane dropped one bomb on 
Hiroshima, Japan. That bomb had 
more power than 20,000 tons of 
T.N.T., and more than 2,000 times 
the blast power ^ of the British 
‘ grand slam,’ which is the largest 
bomb (22,000 ]b.) yet used in the 
history of warfare/’ Thus the world 
heard of the first use of the atomic 
bomb, the result of the epoch-mak- 
ing discovery by the Allies of the 
splitting of the atom. Hiroshima, a 
great Japanese naval and army base 
with a population of about 340,000, 
was^ virtually disintegrated by the 
effect of the colossal explosion, and 
more than a third of its inhabitants 
were instantly killed or burned to 
death. The second atomic bomb 
was dropped on Nagasaki, another 
great city of Japan, on 9 August 
where the results were even more 
appalling. The vast cloud of smoke 
and flame following the explosion 
could be seen over 250 miles away. 
Above, the devastated city of 
Nagasaki after the atomic bomb 
raid. Rescue workers pick their 
way amid the rubble. Left, smoke, 
20,000 ft. high, covers Hiroshima. 
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through London on VJ-Day b Augus:, 1945 



Truman from the White House in Washington. The two following days were celebrated throughout Great 
Britain as a national holiday, and in every town and city there were remarkable scenes of care-free rejoicing. 
On 15 August the King and Queen drove to Westminster in a carriage for the State opening of Parliament. 
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on these pages was taken after midnight, there was community singing and dancing on a grand 
victory bonfires. After nearly six years of blackout and gloom, London was now transformed into n 
Apart from the glow of hundreds of bonfires and floodlighting, rockets and searchlight display 














JAPANESE SIGN FINAL SURRENDER. On Sxmday, 2 September, Japan signed the document of final surrender, 
accepting the authority of General MacArthur, on board the American battleship “Missouri” anchored in Tokyo 
Bay, Eleven Japanese emissaries, including four diplomats in frock coats and top hats, were present at the 
ceremony, and the act of signing was carried out before General MacArthur, Supreme Allied Commander in 
the Far East. These radio pictures were taken aboard the “Missouri”. Above, arrival of Shigemitsu, Jap Foreign 
Secretary ; top left, General MacArthur (extreme left) watches Oen, Umaza sign ; below, Admiral C. Nimitz signs. 







We kept faith with oiirselves and with , one another : we kept faith 
and unity with our great Allies. That faith, that unity, have carried 
tis to victory through dangers which at times seemed overwhelming.” 


Extract from broadcast speech by 
H.M, the King on 8 th May, 1945 
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